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In that day Pres Women WO rake þ may , 
,0ne man, ſaying, We will eat dur own bre 
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Candid Reader, 


\Rue Religion, and the Church 
of Chritt, are Twins ; they * 
were conceived and bers together, and . | 
'} have grown up together m the World; 
| and 1 may fay of them, as of all the 
| . Sons of God mm particular , That 
| they are born, not of Blood, , Nor 
of the will of the Fleſh. nor of 
the will of Man, but of God : 
Tohn t. 13. They are only from God, } 
and for God, and bis revealed mind 4 
a4 will. In his Werd i 7) the great | 
| A - HE pre- 
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| preſeribing Rule of both, and the on- 


ly Touch: ſtone for an unerring Tryal 
f the Truth of either. All Preten- 


tions of humane Wiſdom, Lav, and | 
Authority, mu$t here vail their Bon- | 
; net , for if theſe could juſtly claim a | 

* binding Pow:r in matters of this Na- | 
ture, 1 know no Reaſon Why the | 
Great Turk hath not as ſtrong Ar- | 
guments for his Religion in all kis | 


Dominions , as Chriſtians have any | 


Where for theirs; ; We find ( what« | 


ever Prerozative Secular Powers lay | 


claim to) that they are fully afſ od : 


that Religion never takes place upon 


. mens minds by their Authority only, | 


they muſt pretend to at leaſt a Di-| 
vine, as We ſee. The Turk muſt: 
bave his falſe Prophet Mahomer, 
and his Mufti ; and the Ten-horn-1 
| ed 


# 


19 the Reader. 


ed ſecular Beaſt muit - have hs 
| two-horned Eccleſiaſtical Frute. So 
| the Heathen Kinzdoms and Pagan, * 
£5 always bad their Diabolick. I 
Prieſts, t o influence the Minds, and * 
| ſham the Conſciences of Men, by the 
| awe of ſome Divinity,or ſuppoſed Di- 
| vine Authority, into a Reverend : | 
fteem of that Religion they deſiane 


| toeſtabliſh, ſuitable to their own car- 


; nal deſigns and ad-vantaves. 

1 j Since the knowledge of the Truz 
| God, and the breaking forth - of the 
1 / 'obt of the Goſpel in the Kinzdoms 


of the darkneſs of this world, the De- 


| wills Mask hath b-en much remeved, 


be is found to be what he is: His wiles 


and deecits, whereby he hath fo long 


| impoſed upon the minds of men, are 
| ery muth diſcave ed, im fo. mud 


A p that 


The Pp refine 


thgt it may be ſaid of him in theſe | 
Latter days:that be is fallen as light- | 
_ ning from heaven, ſince the Re-.0 y 
Yuck Angels mitntiontd Rev. 14. / 
have been employed in the Wilderneſs, | 
the three Goſpel flying Angels to bring | 
 tathat glorious light, and the two Si- | 
cle Angels that cut down the Harveſt 
and Viiitage, the Thickets and ſha-! 
ding poyſonſome Antichriſtian Trees 
have been in a great meaſure in many | 
places cut down ; yea Reformation! 
hath been carried on to ſuch degrees, 
8 that the Angels have been leen, | 
" 28 having the ſeven laſt Plagnes, J 
"8 and thole that have got the Vi-l » 
&ory over the Beaſt, over his; 
Image, and over his Mark, and]. 
over the number of his name, 
Randing onthe Sea of Glaſs, ha t 
ying | 


| wing theHarps of God, and ling 
1 ing the Song of Moſes heServand 
| of God, and the Song of the 
i. J Lamb, &c. Yea, the Temple * 
- 7 of the Tabernacle of the Teſti- , ? 
ne | mony hath been open: and. 1 | 
3i- 1 doubt not but the ſeven Ptal- Angels 
eſt] are coming out of the Temple, though 
a- | Smoak fill it at preſent, from the glo- 

es | ry of God, and his power, In 
ny {| anſwer to the old enquiry, Where was 
on your Church (according to Article 
| 19. of the Church of England ) 
| before Luther > We ſay, It bak been 
| for above 1200 years in the Wilder- 
1-| neſs it was before that, ever face the 
Is; Apoſtles tim*s, under the Draconick 
_ Thranny and Perſecution, till it fell 
#nder the Beaſt and Falſe Prophet, im 

2-| the midſt of SpiritualE.gypr,Sodom 
| =: and 
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The Preface 


and Babylon, out of which it hath Wl 
been bringing wider the condu&t of the þ, 


Angel that was with the Church in 
Steps and degrees of Reformation, 


ning back again. But God will be 


a Refiners Fire to all the Sons of Ir, 
Levi, he will throughly purge | 


away all the Churches droſs,and 
take away all her Tin ; he will 
waſh away the Filch of the 
Daughters of Zin, and purge 
the Blood of Teruſalen from the 
midft thereof, by the Spirit of | 


Judgment, and Spirit of Burn- k 


ing ; by his trying Providentes, and | 


bright ſhining ſearching Light of the | 


Goſpel, In order to the laſt, 1hbave 
preſumed to caſt in ſome fire from the | 


Al Altar, 


1 
the Wilderneſs; by ſeveral removes," 


J 


W 


| ſometimes too wofully luſting and tur- (a 


Wi 


20 the- Reader. 
> Wltar, have run.to; and fro a little, 
e bat knowledge may encreaſe, and 
+ at many may be purified and made 
"ice. Reader, what thou ſeeſt of © 
rinſe and ignorance of the Mind | 
bd Will of Chriſt concerning a Sub- 
sf ſo great concern, overlook ir 
If but lend thy Light alſo, as thou 
received from the Lord Jeſus 
briſt ; and remember partiality is to 


WW, ww 


ww 


THY ll 


'bndes TY) 


1 { laid aſide, and who ever decrea- 
e |#h,Chriſt muſt encreaſe. If thou 
e |/t no other Argument to reſift the 
e (bt offerd then that theCroſs attends 


-—_ 


puth, deny thy ſelf, and take up 
- E Croſs and Truth, and follow 
d iſt; thisLife & World i is but for a 
'e fe while ; take beed of b-goling 


' th Conſcience, and ſophiſticating 


|Word of God, is ſhifting Gloſſes, 


tl9 


The Preface: 

and Babylon, out of which it hath {Q 
been bringing under the condutt of the | 
Angel that was with the Church in | 
the Wilderneſs; by ſeveral removes,'j 
Steps and degrees of Reformation, | 
| ſometimes too wofully luſting and tur- þ 
ning back again. But God will be | 
a Refiners Fire to all the Sons of | 
Levi, he will throughly purge | 
away all the Churches drofs,and þr 
take away all her Tin; he will 
waſh away the Filch of the | 
Daughters of Zin, and purge | 
the Blood of Jer uſalem from the 
midſt thereof, by the Spirit of | 
Judgment, and Spjrit of Burn- k 
ing ; by his trying Providences, and Fi 
bright ſhining ſearching Light of the | 
Goſpel, In order to the laſt, 1 have | 


preſumed to caſt in ſome fire from the 
Altar, 


to the Reader. 


{ltar, have run to; and fro a little, 
e bat knowledge may. encreaſe, ond 
: hat many may be purified and made 
» "Site. Reader, What thou ſeeſt of 
bs and ignorance of the Mind 
- $d Will of Chriſt concerning a Sub- 
e | s ſo great concern, overlook it 
f Ir, but lend thy Light alſo, as thou 
e bt received from the Lord Jeſus 
d briſt ; and remember partiality is. to 
1 {| laid aſide, and who ever decrea- 
e |#h,Chriſt muſt encreaſe. If thou 
e Ii noother Argument to reſiſt the 
e Fbt offerd then that theCroſs attends 
f Tuth, deny thy ſelf, and take up 
1- ke Crols and Truth, and follow 
d wriſt; this Life "Oh World i is but for a 
be le while ; take beed of b golimg 


ve th Conſcience, and ppbifledting 


{Word of God, 2 ſhifting Gloſſes, 
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The Preface | 
to make it ſerve thy own corrupt del 
ſigns and ends ; the Word of God: 
re"and conſonant to it felf : Chr, 

is, and will make tt manifeſt and to 

| fe ft at laſt, notwithſtanding all cpp 
ſition, thatþe is the only Lawgiver © 
his Church; he ſeeks ſuch Wok; 
ſhippers as ſhall ſerve him $- 
Spirit and in Truth : be hates af 
abhors all Whoriſh Babylonifh Dr ji 
ſes of his Worſhip and Ordinanchy, 
Let Chrift be found and embracqhn; 
bis Church ſought out in the place + 
the Wilderneſs | where it hath b& 
nouriſhed : Get' true Union to Cbifye 
the Head, becoming a Member of þ þ 
Myſtical Body, and maintam- thy þ 
Goſpel-communion of Saints, All; 
none can harm you. Ne 

| The miſe that ſome men makeþ I” 


fo ds Reader. 


L 1% Id of Schifm arid Sepat ation, 
+- nothing bit forme of Antic brifts 
Yifh/t, that be throws imto the eyes of 
c0 le that ke cannot quite blind; for 
ppRere was never. any Schifm in "the 
r W/tical Body of Chriſt,” bis Veſture 
4 ol 75 never divided, and there was ne- 
Nt Fr any true conſtieutedGoſpel. Church 
s aſſt by Separation; and as for Schifin, 
Dr it concerns V, ifible Churches, there 
cone ſpo ken of in the New Te efta- 
aceQnt, but fuch as' was fond n a 
” ticular Congregational Church, and 
| but ſupe? fictal Diviſions that 
* re ſoon healed. H? that walks in 
of & bond of peaceable communion with 
1 th particularGoſfel-Church of Chriſt, 
, Al never be hurt by all the Nick- 
nes of Schiſmatick or Dividine- 
ake | aratiſt, that any of the Wo or bp 


pers | 


The Preface 
pers of the Beaſt or bis Image, or 0 


any carrying the mark or number 0 
his name, can caſt upon him. It's a 
eaſy thing for men of corrupt minds 

call what they pleaſe by the name 
Charch, and then to ſtigmatize tW* 
Servants of Chriſt in not holdin 
communion with it, by all reproachf1 
names of the Devils invention : It 
the greateſt intereſt of every true Fd 
lower of Chriſt,to count the coit of If 
Profeſſion,and reſolve that he muſt | 
through good report and evil, a 
muſt rake a ſhare in the $ offerings 
Chriſt, who 1s now crowned wi 

Glory andHonour,as all his Fait 

ful Members ſhall be, for be hath ja 

chat where he 1s, they ſhall | 
alſo: and doubtleſs thereis a rewal 
for the Righteous, there is aG( 


[ 


t 


to theReader. 
Sat Judgeth in the Earth. And 
is 1s the Faith and Patience 


the Saints, and of him who a 


Feem it honour enough to be found 


4c of the leaſt, and am, 


Thy Servant for 
Chriſts ſake 
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Page 
Chap. 3. Of a National Provinci 
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Chap. 5. Of the Catholick Viſth 
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#08 | Chap. 6. Of the moſt uſual accepratil 
WE of , the word Church in the Ne 
Teſtament, . Page 


Chap. 7. Of a Particular-Church.P.; 
Cap: '3. Of the Inferences neceſſh 


fr 
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from the foregoing Chapter. P. 9g. 
of bp. 9. Of the Bond of Union' in the 
4 Church. ; Page I15. 
hap. 10. of Church-Communion. 


Page 136- 
hap. 11. The Conclufos, ogy 155. 
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ERRATA 


The Reader Is deſired ( before he read th 
_ Book) to Correct the followingErrata's 


Age 24. line 21. after Ceremontes, add at. 

>” line 22. after Antitype, add were. 
Page 31. I. 2. read deſtined to. 
Page 37. ). 25. ſor jupeled, read jupgled. 
Page 39- |. 11. for AN read 11 
Page 41. 1. 3- after chat, add though. 
Page 50. |. 15. for munching read mouching. 
Page 72. 1. 21. after only, read of. 
Page 78. 1. 23. after Churches, add of Fudea. 
Page 91.1. 14-for xe:2g]ov8sis, read Xereg]orndeige | 
Page 96.1. 24- for who they, read they who. ; 
Page-100. 1. 4. blot out and. | 
Page 106. 1. 4. blot out zn. - | 8 
Page 1 20.1. 14-after one Body, add ſo alſo rs Chri| 
Page 125. 1. 23. for 43a, read 4471. , 
Page 126. |. 12. for eyepy#iva, read grepyeiay. | 
Page 141. 1.3: for parteriton, read preterition. / 
Page 142. after Chriſt, add znzo, 3 
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" CHAP. I. 


[The Deſign of this Undertaking. 
1 F, S the true Churchof Chriſt 


is the moſt glorious Fa- 
brick that ever God crea-" 
; ted; in the faſhioning of 
Jhich, his infinite Wiſdom, Power, 

oodneſs and Truth did moſt tran- 
gendently appear, and wherein he 
* Bth and will magnify all his glort- 
Hy B Lo 


as 2 TI £7: TI 
. by 
wy 
G 
r 
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ous Attributcs, and his Son Chrier 
*Jeſus the Image of the Fathers Pefh! 
fon, above what he hath done 1n pg 
the Artificeof the Old Creation: Yhe: 
[there is no one thing in the worſir 
'that Satan and his Inftruments hate; 
levyed their DTounſels, Power, ah 
Malice more at, ſince the firſt aſtiy 
pearance of it 1n the World. Bygur 
ſeeihg he could never prevail by # o 
the powers of Hell to deltroy it, Roſ 
hath managed and carried onÞþoi 
_defign principally tor the darkninghe 
 clouding, and obſcuring the Glo fl 
of it ; and finding the unbelievigh 
world began to'have their Eyesfen 
pened, and to behold tle Glory i 
- Chriſt and his glorious Body tMei: 
- Church ; He provides a Fob Chrſg t 
and Sham-Church, which he ſeten 
the world on wondering after. Ab 
when by the-light ot the Go'nfÞ.C 
- breaking forth with greater briglWy: 
neſs,that ſpiritual Z-yprian darknqWitt 
- Which had over-ſpread the£nropeMer: 


- » 
if 


Hemiſpher 


Irfemiſphere,began to vaniſh; & that 
Pethurch was di{covered to be a Sy» 
1 &gogue of Satan, and a Diabolical 
zeat, by her Heatheniſh Jdelatries, 
ritual Whoredoms, and whoriſh 
ttire; thegrand Deceiver [betool: 
mſelf to new meaſures, and con- 
ived ways and methods for con» 
punding and darkning the minds 
men, that upon the dawning of 
goſpel light were ſtudioully intent 
don a Reformation. And amon 
her Bombs of Hell:iſh Mixture that 
& flung in and brake among them, 
the diſtrating and dividing 
em in this great Undertaking, 
is was not the leaſt, To.confound 
Weir Language. Fain they would 
the moſt part have Extricated 
tWemſelves from the Antichriſtian 
\@byrinth ; and found the way by 
MW Clue of Gods word through that 
ymerian Monkiſh darkneſs, in - 
Wtters of Doctrine, and arrived at 
*Woreat a clearneſs and full Unger- 
I | B 2 ſtanding 


4 
J 
5 
1 


this Undertihing. "TOP y 


4 * The Deſien of 
ftanding of the moſt weighty and 
neceſlary Points for Life and Salva- 
tion, and were ſo abundantly fatif 
fied in what they believed, and pro<« 
feſſed, in-Oppoſition to all the Ro- 


miſh Lyes ana Hypocrifies, that | 


Triumphing in their cauie, they /o- 
wed not their Lives unto Death; and 
having weather'd this Cape of good 
hope even through a Sea of blood, 
and many a Hurricane of fmart Per- 
ſecutions. : They began anon to be 
becalmed, juſt as they ſhould have 
Entred the Haven of a full Refor- 
matton - For falling now under the 
the Countenance and Favour of 
Proteſtant Princes, they found 
not on!y that eaſe and reſt from Per- 
ſecution was very delightful; and 
that ſeeing they were ſafe, through 
the Faith and Patience of their Pre- 
dece{fors, as to the main points of 
Salvation, they thought it not ad- 
" vVable to run any turther adven- 
ture 11 matters,as they thought, of 

| leiſer 
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this Undertaking x 
leffer moment: Seeing: the paſſage 
was alſo Hazardous in reſpect of 
worldly Pomp and Intereſt; finding 
that 1f they went” ſo far as the. hu- 
mility, plaineſs and ſimplicity of the 
Goſpel in the worſhip of Chriſt, 
they mult lay aſide all that'gawdy 
dreſs of Church Dignities.and. Ce- 
remonies which the Curtizan .of 
Rome had bedaubed it with; and 
hence, becauſethe Lowe of Money 'is 
the Root of all'Ev3l, they. 'came to 
treat with her:for the Mammon of: - 
Unrighteonſneſs; and it wasagreed 
that the Reformed Religion 1n all 
matters of worſhip, ſhould for the 
mott part appear ia theRomiſhgreſs 
&attire, & ſhould be accompanyed 
with-the likeProfit, Honours & Plea- 
fures, that ſo the honeſt woman 
might not be diſtinguiſhed from the 
whore by...the Dreſs, and: this ex- 
pos'd in the ſtreet. And now I ſay, 
behold .Satans great Subtilty; when 
he hath obtained thus much, that 

B 3 thele 


" - The Defign of 
theſe two Ladies walk up and down 
in one faſhion, he calls them both 
by one Name ; ſo that now men 
begin to:queſtion their difference, 
and ſuſpect they arerelated toeach 
other, as Aho!ah and Aholibah ; and 
many finding the ReformedChurch 
{olike-unto the Romfh, they doubt 
whether there be any fuch thing as 
4 true Church of Chritt on Earth ; 
and ſeeing.ſo many women play the 
whore, do queſtion 'wherher there 
15 any: honeſt woman living : But 
many run t0 and fro, and knowledze 
increaſing, {ome tell us, | and conh- 
dently affirm, they have found this 
Church or-Chriſt ; and that all this 
while it hath been' m:the Antichri- 
tian Wilderneſs : And others en- 
rring intoit, ſay,Surely it is ſo;there 
1s much af the Sweetneſs of Chrifts 
Love, antdrconſolations of the Spi- 
rit: But yet there are many things 
dark and obſcure,and ſo will be, un- 
til-ſuch time as this Babzloniſh cheat 
ot be 


thing 
tentic 
day a 
ried C 
there 
Chur: 
ticks; 
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No 
while 


ths Undertaking, 9 
he perfeQtly diſcovered ro the minds 
of men, and that whole fabrick de 
ſtroyed, | ; 
Among all the Viſts and Foggs 
that this Miſtreſs of Sorceries hath 
raiſed to loſe the true Spouſe of 
Chriſt 1n it,. there's not many hath 
been greater then the confuſion of 
Languages, and eſpecially about the! 
word Church and Schifon, that all 
Enquirers ſpake of the. Church,but 
no two meant the ſame thing; men 
generally agreed there was a Church, 
and 4 true one; (excluding Rome ) 
but could not tell what a kind of 
thing ir ſhovid be; and great con- 
tentions have been and are to this 
day about it. Some fay, Here 1s 
the Church; and others, that it is 
there ; and every ohe cries .up his 
Church, and calls others Schiſma- 
ticks; and they that get power into 
their hands, deal with others as ſuch. 

Now it would be' worth our 
while to ſearch after many (who 
B 4 have 


8 T, " Def jo 71 =” 


thoſe that will be perſwaded of the 


have found) for confirmation of work 


hall 


'Truth,and toexamineevery Church [veal 


that pretends to that Name, by the 


Teſt of the Goſpel, that we may be | 


fully reſolved what metal each is 


made of. I know all Chriſtians of 
what mould or ſize whatever, do! 
pretend 10 lay no other Foundation fe 


then Feſus Chriſt ; and its well if it 
were true of all profeſſing them- 
ſelves Proteſtants; for that Fonnda- 


dation is a Rock, and they are ſo far 
wiſe that lay Chriſt as ſuch1n their] 
writings and doftrine; bur yet that! 


will not bear an ill SuperſtruCture: 
as a good one will not long ſtand on 
a bad foundation, ſo a gaod foun- 
dation will not Jong bear up an ill 
SuperſtruEture, x Cor, 3, 11, 12. 
Other Founcation can no man lay then 
that is laid, which is Jeſus ChriF. 
Now if any Max build upon this Foun 
dation, Gold, Silver, Prectons; ſtones, 
W 000, Hy, Spobble ; ir mars 


work 
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work: ſhall be manifeſt, for the day 


ball declare it, becauſe it ſhall be yes 
vealed by fre, and the fire (ſhall try 
hevery mans work of what {crt it ts 
verſe 14. If any mans work abide 
Inhich he hath tult th:reupon, he ſhall 
Yr cceive a reward, verle 15. If any 
MANS work ſhall = ourat, ;, [bell ſuf 
Wer loſs, but he himſelf ſhall be [aved, 
JC provided he lay a good foundati- 
fon] yer /o as by fire; 1 doubt not 
WÞut many good mens and Miniſters 
SChurch-works will be burnt, and 
Sithey will ſutter loſs; it will be ma- 
Sifeſt one day to be the great ble- 
#&miſh of the Refcrmation, that ſo 
many good men that have Preach- 
* Chriſt clearly as to his Sonſhip, 
Natures, Offices, Merits and Sati(- 
action for Juſtification and Santti= 
Ecation, have from intereſt, preju- 
gd ice or ignorance, extreamly fum- 
bled in moſt of the concerns of his 
BGoſpel-Church. I have much 2d- 
mired to hear ſome mens. Pulpit- 
zeal 


to The Defizn of 


Zeal againſt ſin in general, and for 


the advancement of holineſs, even 
to a juſtifying condition; and when 
we come to enquire of the particu- 
lar caſes for the practice of it in 
Goſpel and revealedReligion, in du- 
ries toward God, they can tell you 
of nothing but moral natural Rel1:- 

ton, and reduce all the Service of 
God under the Go'pel thereto; ſay- 
ing they have no other Rule to di- 
rect us there, but ſuch as this, Lez 
every ſoul be ſubjeit to- the Higher 
Powers, Rom. 1}. 1. So as for re- 
vealed Religion under the Goſpel, 
our judgments and practice mult be 
wholly regulated by, and reſolved 
into the wills, Iaws and commands 
of men. 

But to come to the matter we in- 

tend, ſeeing the word Church is 


cloathed with ſo great ambiguity, 


and ſo much duſt raiſed about it, to 
the perplexing of mens minds and 
Confſciences, we ſhall principally 
IS fix 


this Undertaking. rf: 
fix our Enquiries for the true ſence 
and notion of the word upon the 
renure of the Goſpel, and the mean- 
ing of the Spirit of God there ; 
knowing that it 1s That hath the 
greateſt power upon the Conſcien- 
ces of men, when it comes with e- 
vidence and demonſtration, to cone 
vince us of Truth; and whereas fire 
and ſword, yea mens great words 
and looks, may terrily fleſh and 
blood : yea Pulpit Thunder-Claps, 
diſcharged on the behalf of Error 
and Nonſenſe, do keep many weak - 
judgments and conſciences in bon- 


dage and thraldom, afrighting them 


from an impartial ſearch for truth, 
by hard names,equivocating Words, 
paſſionate and zealous ways of ex-+ 
preſſion ;. yet, a Conſcience truly 
enlightened by Divine Teſtimony is 
very lirtle concern'd at ſuch things, 
any more than to pity ſuch paſſio- 
nateSoul-confounding bligd guides, 
and much more their poor deluded 
enflaved Followers. k 


['T: The Defizn , Y<. : 
T ſhall haudle this word. 

Church two ways, for our more d1-: 
ſtin& underſtanding its true Go-« 
ipel meaning. 

1. Shew in what ſcnce it 1s not 
'U; w_— taken. 
2. In what ſence it 15, 


CHAP. 


Shewing that a place of Meeting is 
no where taken in the New Te- 
ſtament for a Church of Chriſt. 


T's neceſſary to intimate concer- 

ning the word *#aiz inGeneral, 
that tho? it be taken for a Congre- 

'gation or Aﬀſembly of people, yet 
it's not alwayes limited to a religi- 
ous one, but is uſed by Claſſick Au- 
thors, for any Aſſembly ; prophane, 
civil or religious; and ſo it's uſed 
exprelly, Acts 19. tor a prophane 
and t#multuons aſſembly, ixnanaa ovynun- 
worrnand for a civil lawſal Court or 
h Aſſembly ver. JJ. 7) TH &v Vogs exxaArcz the 
firſt of which was diſmiſſed ver. qo. 
But in the proper and uſual ſence of 
the Spiric of Gcd in the New Teita. 
ment,it's every where,excePt inthe 
place 
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lace above mentioned, taken for a 
-Churchof Chriſt in one ſence or a- 
nother ; and therefore that we may 
| be aſſured in what ſences it is under- 
Mood, it's neceſlary to winnow the 
Chaft from the W heat, and ſet alide 
fuch thingsas through the miſtakes 
of men, error, cuſtom and carnal 
intereſt, are uſually cailed ſo, and 
1mpoſed as ſuch upon erring or un- 
thinking judgments, when Chriſt 
and his Goſpel never called them ſo. 
Firſt there is norhing more fre- 
quent among, us, then to call a place 
of meeting for Publick-Worſhip, a 
Church © T affirm there is no juſt rea- 
ſon of underſtanding it fo in the 
New Teſtament, no not in a Me- 
tonymy-ſence: though Learned 
Mr. Joſeph Meade takes a great deal 
of Pains to prove that the word ian 
#z [ 1 Cor. 11. 22. Have je not hon- 
es to eat and drink in, but diſpiſe 
you theChurch of Goa? } is there to 
be underitood for the material place 


of 
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whether aCharch. 
of ordinary aflembling together for 
the Worſhip of God, and laith, that 
their Oratories where they frequent- 
ly met, were called Churches; and 
yet in the begining of his diſcourſe 
he ſaith, It zs ra%em for granted in 4 
manner by the moſt of our Reformed 
Writers, and ajfirmed by ſome of the 
oth:r fide, that in the Apoſtles times, 
and ages next after them ; ( whilſt 
the Church lived under Pazan and 
Perſecutins Emperours) Chriſtians 
had no Oratories or places ſet apart 
for Divine Worſhip ; but that they 
aſſembled here and there promiſcuonſe. 
ly and uncertainly, as they pleaſed, or 
the occa(ion ſervea,in places of common 
uſe, and not otherwiſe ; which thing 
undoubtedly 1s juſtly enough (and 
upon grounds more evident) belie- 
ved, then any reaſons brought to 
prove the contrary by that worthy 
perſon, wherein he acknowledgetlt 
himſclf. almoſt ſingular in this un- 
dertaking, and lays his firſt and 

| great- 


is | 


16 Of aplace of Church-meeting, 
greateſt ſtreſs on that expreſſion, t 
Cor. 11.22. Here (faith he) take the 
word i«xanaiz» 0 Church, to note not the 
Aſſembly, but the place appointed for 
facred duties, and that from the opp> 
ſition thereof fo %rltat, their own hou- 
ſes; theſe are places proper for com-« 
mon and ordinary repaſt, and not the 


Church or houſe of God. This is the 


only argument which he brings, - 
belides ſome obſcure paſſages of 


ſome Fathers whoſe opinions wall 
not [way here,but as in other things, 
{o far as we ſee them conſonant to 
the truth, manifeſt in Scriptures, 
compared together; and it ſeems 
ſtrange that the word ſhould have 
a tropical meaning 1n this place, 
and every whereelfe a proper one: 
and be'ides, the reaſon from the op- 
poſition will not- hold, eſpecially 
it we conſ{ider what Mr. Mede un- 
derſ{tands thoſe Oratories orChurch- 
es of theirs to be. It is not to be 7- 
1147 ined that in the firſt three hun- 

| ared 
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nh-ther « Charchi. t7 
area zears before Conitantines time, 
that they were [uch goodly and Hately 
fſirubiures 85 ihe Church had after ih: 
Empire became Chriftian — At the 
firſt fame capable aud convenient Roons 
within the walls or awelling of ſome 
prons Difciple, dedicated by the religge 
ous bounty of the owner, to the uſe of 
rhe Qoureh, and that uſually an 4rdyur 
ompvuv Koper r00m,07 Canaculum ; It's 
"very probable that all the Diſci- 
ples houſes were at the ſervice Ot 
the Churches ; but that any one 
houſe (or room in a houſe) was dc 


| dicated ſo to that peligious uſe,as to 


be ſeparated for it from commorr 
uſes when the Church met not,is nor 
probable at all: for in times and pla- 
ces of , Perſecution, if Churches 
meet 1n any certain houſe or place, 
though in a. private houſe, they 
{hall be ſure to be interrupted and 
broken in, upon by Perſecuting Ot- 
ficersand Informers. The only place 
met in.for ſome time conſiderable, 

C that 
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13 Of a placeof Church-meeting, 
that we read of, was Pauls own hi- 
red houſe at Rome; but we find not 
that it was conſecrated or called a 
Church. I am ſure conſecrated 
Barns, Garrets, Cellars, or Dining 
Rooms, would be eſteemed by our 
vevour Ecclelialticks a great Abo- 
mination. bs 
But how will theOppoſition hold, 
3f the Room called the Church, was 
in the ſame houie they eat and 
drank ordinarily in? He ſhould have 
rather {aid, Have ye not Kitchens 
or Parlours of common u'e to eat 
and drink in, bur you muſt deſpiſe 
or put a rophanation on the Gar- 
ret, which is the Church of God ? 
zelives, if thar Addition had not 
buen made to the Church, I ſhould 
mich rather have enclined to Mr. 
/T-des fence, 1f he had ſaid only, de- 
ip:ic rethe Church ? But I take ir, 
that it would be a very audacious 
and highly abuſive Expreſſion, to 
fav, T:at a Meeting-houſe is a 
: Church 
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Church of Gel, or a Chtrch of Chriſt : 
And why is not the Oppoſition a3 
tull thus ? Have you rot houſes to car 
ani drink in, or Families | ſor ſoths 
word is uſed] But yort muſt do it 18 
rhe Church. Afſen.blies? tor they 
made cheir Love-feaſts in their At 
ſemblies. Ir i5 evident enough thiac 
the Apoſtle rake3 'Ezwmmsz for the 
Ailembling of the Church together, 
as ver/. 18. where its uſed : when. 
you meet together in Aﬀembly,(7.e. 
when you are Congregated toge- 
ther) TI hear that there have been 
Diviſions (or Schiſins) among you, 
and thoſe he means had the Diviti- 
ons, who were the Church, for the 
Goſpel aſcribzs culpable 'Schiſmes 
no where, bur to Body Politicks, or 
Aſſemblies, not to Houſes. Bur if 
we grant Mr. Meade all that he ſa 


induſtriouſly labours to ſqueeze out 


of the Text, only to favour the Re. 
lative Holineſs of ſuch places ; its 
not to be ſuppoſed that he intended 

| C2 that. 


20 Of a place of Churth-meeting, 
that they were real and proper 
Churches, but only Metonymical 
Churches, by a Trope, and 1mpro- 
perly ſo named; no otherwile al- 
lowable names ; putting the Cons 
nens pro contento, to diſtinguiſh 
placesallotted to convenient aſſem- 
bling in Religious Worſhip, from 
Town-halls, and other houſes of 
meeting together for publick conz 
cerns, or more private Scciety and 
' Converſation. And ſo we loſe no- 
thing by it, if ſuch a place be cal- 
ſed improperly a Church, its not 
the Church of Chriſt intended in 
the Goſpel which Chriſt purchaſed 
with his blaod ; nor built of living 
ſtones, nor {ach as Chriſt 1s the 
Head of; nor {ſuch as Pau! wrote 
his Epiſtles too; nor the Church of 
C:rizth, which he exhorts, rebukes, 
and commends in the Epiſtles that 
he wrote : And therefore we may 
with the greateſt a{lurance con- 
clude, that no place where Religi- 

ous 
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ous Aſſemblies frequently uſe to be , 
is a Church of Chriſt ; or may pr6- 
perly be ſo called. 

They that plead the Expreſſion in 
the Epheſians Town-Clerks, Speech, 
LAQt. 19. 37. Te have brought hither 
theſe which are neither Robbers of 
Churches. ] Shew their little Skill 
1n the Original Text, the word. 15s, 
i:e90/as5 Robbers of Temples,ſuch as 
were dedicated to theHeathen Gods 
and Godeſles,to which they aſcribed 
not only Relative, but inherent. 
Holineſs ; and therefore adapted 
that nameto them. 


CHAP. 1Il. 


0f a National and Provincial 
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Hriſt never inſtituted any ſuch 
Church under the Goſpel Ad- 
miniſtration, as a National and Pro- 
vincial, or Dioceſan : there 1s as 
much for one as for the other, there's 
no ſeeming pretence can be made 
for any of them, from any Goſpel 
Expreiſion : whenT Gay this, I mean 
NOT A Church in a Nation, Pro- 
VINICe OF Dioceſs, nor all the parti- 
cular Churches in ſuch place, col- 
lettively and co-ordinately confi- 
dered. But I mean in the uſual ac- 
ceptatzon of ſuch Churches in our 
day, as of Fraxce, of Spain, of Dex- 
mart, CO. and (1 the ſence that a 


N- 4pional 


Of a National Church. 2} 
National Church was taken 1n un- 
der the Old Teſtament, viz. an Or- 
ganized *National, Provincial, or 
Dioceſan Church, that have Ofi- 
cers or Members ſuited to their re- 
ſpettive Natures and Conſtitution, 
as Paſtors, and other Officers, Ex- 
erciling National, Provincial, or 
Dioceſan Juriſdition in Eccleſia- 
tical Courrs, or elſewhere, and 
Members , 'quaterus Natives of ſuch 
places, being therefore ſaid to be 
born within the Pale of the Church, 
or by vertue of ſuch Nativity have 
Immediate right to baptiſm, and 
made ſo. -- Tz 

 T fay, that that word 'Exwaz2 no 
where ſignifies ſuch a Church in 
the New Teſtarnent, excePt whern 
there: is mention made Of the 
Church of the Fews, and the word 
js but ovce uſed in Application to 
them, AQ. 7. 38. This was he who 
was in the Church inthe Wilkernefs. 
this we own was a Natton;! 
| C 4 Church, 


24 Of a National-Church. - 
Church: but elſewhere in the 
New Teſtament, Iknow not of one 
place where 3«ardz can with any 
fair pretence be underſtood of a 
National Church. 

Beſides it may be argued from 
undeniable reaſons, that Chriſt in- 
ſtituted or intended not ſuch a 
Church for the days of the Goſpel. 
Tf it be duely weighed, that 
Chriſt by his Death pur a full Pe- 
xiod to the whole Jewiſh Cecono- 
my, Nationlity being the form of 
its conititurion ; Having Officers, 
Members, Aſſemblies and Ordinan- 
ces {uited to its Nature. The Aa« 
ronick Prieſthood was National, a 
Type of Chritts Prieſthood, relating 
to his univerſal Church ; this Prieſt- 
hood with all the appertaining Sa- 
crifices, Ordinances, Ceremonies, 
the Manifeſtation of the Antitype 
aboliſhed ; yea that kindof Church 
Memberſhip was utterly aboliſhed, 
(viz. that none could be a Member 


of 


of that Church but a #ew born, er 
one Proſelyted to that Nation ) 'it 
being the only Nation 1n the Earth 
that God had choſen , with Exclu- - 
ſion of all other, till Chriſt came 
and brake down the Partition-Wall 
betweenFew andGextile, after which 
no man was any longer to be recs 
koned ever the more aChurch-mem- 
ber, | becauſe he was a Native of 
this or that Country ; Col. 3. rx 
But in the conforming to Chritts 
likeneſs, 7 here is neither Greek nos 
Few, Circumciſion nor Uncircumcste 
fron, Barbariap, Scythian, Bond oy 
Free; but Chriſt is all in all: and 

. therefore of whatever Nation a 
man be of, if he believe on- the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt he ſhall be ſaved, 
and becomes a capable Member of 
the viſtble Church; and where-ever 
he is born, without Faith in Chriſt, 
he cannot be ſaved ; neither is with- 
out a vilible credible Profeſſion 
thereof, capable -of communion 
with 
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with the Viſible Church in all Or- 
dinances. 
| Moreover Chriſt Teſus aboliſhed 
all the National Church Aſſemblies 
and Ordinances;for the Jews as they 
were one Organized Church, ſo 
they were to be but one Congrega- 
tion ; (which is not known now of 
any one Nation) aſſembling toge- 
ther for the Worſhip of God in one 
place, where their Ark of the Co- 
venant was, and therefore the Ta- 
bernacle of Publick Worſhip was 
called the Tabernacle of the Con- 
| gregation ; : mhere all the Mates 
were required to appear before the 
Lord thrice a year, Exod. 14.22, 24. 
whereby they ſhewed themſelves 
aſſembled and a Congregated 
Nation, all in aQuz] communion 
in the ſame Church-Adminiſtra- 
tions, and in one place, all which 
was duly to be obſerved during the 
tin? of the Tabernacle and ſtanding 
of th2 Temple ; and though they 
corruptly 
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corruptly retained their high places 
for offering ſome Sacrifices during 
moſt of that time, till the full Re- 
formation in Hezekiahs and Joſrahs 
days; yet the Lord ſtill charged it 
on them as their great fin, and wit- 
nefſed againſt it by his Meſſengers 
the Prophets as ſuch. And though 
they had their ſoveral Synagogues, 
they were but for reading of the 
Law, not for Sacrifice or Burnt-of- 
fering, which wereNational Servi- 
ces, and were to be diſpenſed only 
at the Tabernacle of the Congre- 

. gation,or at theTemple; yea,allSa- 
crifices & Exptations, Purifications, 
&c.appertaining to particularLevi- 
tical Uncleanneſſes, or moral tran\- 
greſhons, were there to be perſor- 
med. Fe 2M OY 

Now our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ne- 
ver erected ſuch a Goſpel-worſhip 
aſter this was aboliſhed, either for 
matter or form ; neither a Natio- 
nal Congregation, nor a National 
NL Paſtor ; 
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Paſtor, as Aaron; nor Ordinances 
adapted to aNational communion, 
as the Sacrifices of old were, he ne- 
ver intended in this way or manner 
to edify his Goſpel-Church. 

_ Beſides, As Chriſt eſtabliſhed the 
Church of the Goſpel, it was not 
capable of ſuch a-conſtitution, ſuch 
being impoſlible to -be ſuſtained 
without the countenance, 1f not 
the compulſive power of civil pow- 
ers; and we ſee that d+ fado it came 
into the ruines, when ever in the 
Fewiſh Nation,, Waicked' Kings 
{ſwayed the Scepter;we well enough . 
are aſſured that our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles formed the. Goſpel. 
Churches every where under Hea- 
then Princes and Governouyrs, who 
were for the moſt part ſevere Per- 
{ecutors of them , witneſs their 
Sufterings 1n the Apoſtles days, and 
during the Chriſtians bloody Per- 
{ecutions, till Con#antines time, for 
300years,at which time of proſperi- 
+ | ty 
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ty,this National or then rather Pro- 
vincial corrupt grandeur ofChurch« 
conſtitution began to enter, procee- 
ding from the corrupted minds of 
Church Officers, | aſpiring to the 
accumulation of riches & honours. 
Soon after they fell under the Arr/a7, 
Hereſy ; under which the. ſame 
Church pomp continued, and pro« 
| Ceeded to grow with much Perſe- 
cution, and confuſion, and diſtra- 
ftion in the world ; -with the dai- 
ly increaſe of all manner of corrup- 
tions in doctrine and worſhip, even 
to the introduQtion of, Heathenijh 
Abominations in the worſhip of 
God, - till the mortal wound was 
given to one of the ſeven heads of 
the Romiſh Empire, and was healed 
by the eighth, which was the falſe 
Prophet the Grand Church Impo- 
ſter ; under which the great Apo- 
ſtacy hath ſo manifeſtly prevailed, 
and during whoſe Uſurpation the 
true Church of Chriſt hath been in 
- the 
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the Wilderneſs, and the Witneſſes | 
Propheſying in Sackcloth. $So 
that our Bleſſed Lord and Saviour 
ſeeing the preſent ſtate of his lir- 
tle Flock when he aſcended, and 
toreſeerng their future Suffering 
State for ſo many Ages to come, 
under Rome Heathen, and after 
pretendedly Chriſtian, conſtituted 
ſuch a frame of Go'pel churches, 
that were capable of being Spiritu- 
al Polities under Heathen and An- 
tichriſtian Princes and Governours, 
and fitted Officers and Ordinances 
for their communion and edification 
{uired to ſuch a ſtate : which con- 
ſtitution was to laſt by his com- 
miſſion to the end of the world, 
not alteravle to another kind by the 
will of man in the enſuing proſpe- 

_ rous-eftate that the Church might 
be bleſſed withal 1n after ages ; 
(which hath been very rare hither- 
to) nor much to be prejudiced as 
to its truly intended Ozconomy by 

the 
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the aflitions and ſufferings that it 
was deſtined by faith and patience 
to encounter withal. _ 

' Hence it will appear, there being 
a Politick Impoſhbility, that the 
Church-conſtitution Eſtabliſhed by 
Chriſt an4 his Apoſtles, could be 
National, becauſe of the Power of 
the Dragon raging ſo muchagainft 
it in Governours, ahd Rulers of the 
Earth ; during the time of the firft 
Ages of it, and afterward for che 
molt part, by reaſon of the Tyran- 
ny and Uſurpation of the falſe Pro- 
phet. And when that any time in 
any Nations, it was favoured with 
the countenarice of Chriſtian Kings 
and Princes, had it been Nat1onal, 
it muſt have been ſubjett to all the 
Alterations, Additions, and Dimi- 
nutions in Form and Worſhip, 
which the corrupt and changeabie 
minds of men in Power would in- 
vent and impoſe, efpecially uppn 
change of Governours and Govern- 
ments, 
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in their Tempers, Underſtandings, 
and Opinions concerning Gods true 
Worſhip, as alſo, in their Intereſts 
and carriages towards the Church, 
that it would be the moſt difficult 
thing in the World to have known 
the manner and Faſhion of Chriſt's 
houſe. Wherefore ( the Apoſtle 
faich, Heb. 3.1.) Holy Brethren, 
Partakers of the Heavenly calling, 
Conſider the Apoſtle and High Prieſt 
of our Profeſſion,Chriſt Feſus ; verl.2. 
Who was faithful to hin that aps 
pointed him, as alſo Moſes was faith- 
ful in all his houſe, (i.e. in all things 
 appertaining to the Worſhip of God 
in his Church, ] verſ. 3. For the 
243 was counted worthy of more Glo- 
ry-then Moſes, in as much as he who 
builded the houſe, hath more Honour 
then the houſe; vwerl. 5. Moſes veri- 
ly was faithful in all his houſe as 4 
Servant, for a Teſtimony of thoſe 
things that were to be ſpoken after E 
| yerl; 


ments, though Chriſtian, et divers 


| 


1 


| 


vpn houſe, [, in which he s 4 chief 
corner ſtone, and hath a greater Pro. 
priety ther Moſes had «upon all pe- 
ſpeits ] whoſe houſe are we , &c. 
4. e. The faithful in the times of the 


Goſpel are the houſe and Church 


of Chriſt, and not this or that Na- 
tion or Province, lying continually 
at the mercy and diſpoſitions of the 
wills of Princes, guided by carnal 
iatereſts, and acted by corrupt 


minds, to the modelling of it, by 


mutable Laws, as they ſhall corre. 
ſpond moſt with their State-deſfigns 
and purpoſes, which had been a 
zreat ground to have ſuſpeCtcd the 
aithfulneſs of Chriſt, if he had 
left his Church under ſuch-a Prote- 
#s-like form and conſtitution, as to 
be =_ - all the — chans 
ges and alterations of future ages, 
that the powers of the world would 
tormt them into; under a 


* «- 
. 


of profeſſion of Chriſtianity, when 
D ay 
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as very few of them, if they -were 
duely weigheqd'.in 'the ballance of 
the Sanctuary, 'will prove tobe 
much.more then almoſt chriſtians. 
Laſtly, The purpoſe and deſign 
of the: Lord Jeſus Ghcilt by his:1n- 
carnarion -,  Sufferings, Miracles 
wrought, and: DoCtrine Preached 
by himſelf and Apoſtles, was the 
gathering both Jews and Gentiles 
Ele&t into one Body, his Church, 
where-ever ſcattered or diſperſed, 
not reſpecting one Nation or peo- 
ple more then another, atty further 
then in-reſpeCt of 'the Elect Ones 
among them, nor defigning any 
Kingdom as yetin this world with 
External Pomp and Grandeur, but 
rather.@ continuation of a Suffering 
Stare, with very litcle intermiffion, 
under the powers of the Earth, ex- 
erciling the rage and cruelty of the 
Dragon'againit the: Church ;: and 
afterward: the Tyranny and Uſur- 
pation of-the. Sewers Headed w—__ 
«i P. | Bea 
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Beaitrand. Falſe Prophet ;: neither 
deſigned he the calling of. many wi 
ns abs the Fleſp, ſons nE_ 
ty, 1:08. many noble, 1 Cor. 1. 26. 0s 
therwiſe then which he would cer- 
tainly have done, had he deſigned 
National: Provincial Churches;he 
would: have ſaid, I delign a Church 
chat may top, at leaſt give check: to 
earthly Kings & Princes; I will tura 
their heart & make them mine,bath. 
they, and- their Subje&s:- .Theres 
fore I will call many wiſe men after 
the Fleſh, many mighty and many. aoble 
perſons, who ſhall rule, manage, 
and defend my Church, which. may 
be in after;ages, but we ſee it quit 
contrary yet. Ver. 27. God hath cho 
ſen the, fauliſþ things of this world 
to confound the. gu aud eg bath 
choſen, the weak thing #.of. this mach 
to confound. inaling bat 
fy, and; {e. thing. of £/ i690 
5 that are dg/hif { PEE wy 
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cannot conſtitute aNationalChurch 
+ muſt þe another ſort of men. 


tes "EI IAEFY 


Whatever men therefore may con- 
fidently aſſert, and however they 
make a boaſt, and vaunte themſelves 
of National Churches, Offleers , 
Members, yea, and” National Juriſ- 


diction and Judicature, exerted in 


Spiritual Courts, ſo called, none of 
which were of Chriſt's Appoint- 


ment and Inſtitution 3 but were. 


the meer produdts of Humane . Po- 
licies, and meer Axtichriftian Shams 
put upon the poor carnal blind 
world, whereby that Wicked One 
endeavours to carry away the eyes 
and hearts of the children of men 
from the true, plain and Spiritual 
Spouſe of Chriſt, and goa whoring 


after Harlots that are a ble to {| 
the faſhionsof this world, in Pride; 


Pomp, Pleaſures,Coverovſnelſs,c>c, 

AndT ſay, though ſuch Eccleſi- 
aſftical Powers, as alſo C:vi!, may 
deal very hardly uport this gages 
wht 


; 


| 
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- with the true Folowers of the Lamb, 


and Deluding Pulpiteers may _— 
and fright ſome more weak and leſs 
groundedChrifFians,with ambiguous 


words, miſ-interpretation and falſe 


application of the Scriptures of 
Truth ; calling light darky:ſs, and 
derkwels light ; calling ' what they 
pleaſe, Church, Charity, Commu- 


 nion, Uniformity, Schiſm, Separati- 


ON, | Rebellion , Diſobedience to 
Laws, Governments, &@c. Yet 
through the mercy of' the moſt High, 
there are ſome that have bought the 


_ Truth in theſe latter dayes of light 


at dear rates of Sufferings, with 
expence of Eſtates, Liberties and 


_ Lives under the Antichriſttan Ty- 


ranny, and taſted ſo much of the 


ſweetneſs and excellency of it, that 


they will not ſell it,ſo as to part with 
it for worldly intereſt, or be af- 
frighted from it, by the 'open. 


£ 


mouths * of RORring H_ 0 —— 
he Sham-Di- 
2  vinity 


- 
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viaity of the {lic Foxes that ſpoil 
the Vines. . . 
: We have nothing to ſay to ' ſuch 
men, but as Hannah ſpake,x Sam.2. 
3- Talk wo more So proxaly, it not 
arrogancy come out of your. meath, 
for the Lord is.a God 0 Kyponleaze, 
and by him. Attions are weighea. 
And as for ſome ood old-Ely*s.who 
are too-much blinded with Preju- 
dice, pdffion and intereſt, keep, a 
great ſputter againſt Schiſm, Sepa- 
ration from the Church, '&«.,.and 
do not ſeldom grieve the hearts of 
Chriſts Members, by their unwar- 
rantable doEtrines and praQtices in 
the great concerns of Gods Wors- 
ſhip, and butgently rebuke Hop hz 
and: Phineas, . we are -very. well 
afſured., that however they may 
haye laid a a good foundation in 
ſome; people, yet- their ſuperſtry- 
Eture xs but hay andrubbiſh, which 
ſhall certainly. be burnt, and the day 


Jeb make it Wane ef what it is. 


_— * _ 
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The only Plea that is made:for a 
National, Church, that is worth 
our Obſervation, 1s from the Pro- 
pheſies. of 'Old,. of calling in the Na- 
tions, Sprinkling many Nations, Cc. 
IHa...5; 26g6hap. 52: 15. chap. 45-1. 
. This. Argymegt hath little in 1t 
toprovea Goſpel National Church, 
for. thele and ſych. like. Propheſies, 
reſer. to the calling of, the, Gez= 
tiles; the word..2\2 is indifferents 
ly rendred Gezzzles, and Nations; and 
it intends. no more then. the. Con- 
yerſion of the clect Gerriles, ſcat: 
tered Up and down-in all Nations. 
and If .it be to, be,,underſtood. of 
ſome :whole Nations becoming 
Chriſtian, it argues nothing of the 
neceſſity. that ihe Nation ſhould be- 
come one. Church Organized; but 
that the Goſpel-Proteſſion of. Chri- 
ſtianity, 45 the Goſpel-churches, 
ſhould overſpread.the moſt of a Ng» 
tion,. Or, :Preyail upon: FE ruling 
part of it . (though very ſeldom} 
+: ©" D4 to 
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to be brought in SubjeCtion to the 
Crown, Scepter, and Laws-of the 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; EreQed in vi- 
fible Churches, planted there. 

And its no hinderance, but that. 
chriſtian and religious Magiſtrates 
have m_ enough to Exert that 
power which Chriſt hath entruſted 
them withal, as ſuch, for his Ho- 
nour and Intereft, in making and 
ExecutingLaws for Reſtraint ofSin, 
and Encouragement of Yertue, in 
all matters touching Natural Reli- 
gion ; as likewiſe, in taking care 
for the effeQtual Propagation, as 
much as may be, in a due way and 
manner, of the Revealed Religion, 
and by being Nurſing Fathers to 
the Churches, countenancing and 
encouraging them in all ftri& 
Obſervation of the commands of 
Chrift, and Exemplary converſa- 
tion, both as Churches and parti- 


cular Chriſtians, defending them 
from the the Rage, Malice , and 
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Perſecution of the Profeſſed Ene- 
mies of the Lord Jeſus Chriſt. 

But know that a chriſtian Ma- 
giſtrate rightly informed in his Du- 
cy as Chriſtian and Magifrate,hath 
a Heart and Opportunity to uſe 
both thoſe capacities for the Ho- 
nour and Intereſt of Chriſt; more- 
then a Heathen Magiſtrate; yer 
bis being aChriftian, adds not unto 
his Authority as Magiſtrate, ngi- 
ther dothChriſtianity de jare,extend 
his Legiſlative Power furrher then 
it was before: And therefore if the 
Magiſtrate, as ſuch, hath a Legiſla- 
tive Power in matrers of Religion, 
then all have, and Heathen as well 
asChriſtijap ; and that power which 
the Magiſtrate hath Tyre 4/2420, wes 
are bound TJaure 4:vino to obey. Er. 
29 required to be of that Religion 
the Magiſtrate by Law zmpalkl of 


one kind or another. This. is an 
undeniable conſequence. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. IV. 
of P arochial C DrcDes. 


"Here is, no ſuch things aS'a 
Parochial Charch deducible. 
from Rules of the Golpel,. neither 
can it be ſhewed that the word 
pararciz iN the New Teſtament doth 
any where import ſuch a ,meaning 
from any Application. of it there 
made by the Spirit of God. What 
Pieas able and learned*men. have 
made for ſuch Churches, you muſt 
give us leave to rejett, » they 
carry Scripture light and demon- 
ftration along with them, 'without 
which our minds and conſciences 
cannot be bound to Faith and Sub- 
miſſion. 
A*Parochial Church we take in 
the, moſt common and candid Ac- 
ceptation 


4 
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ceptatien. ( Without binding: our 


ſelves. tothe Term. Parochial,: or 
Pariſh, that being but of latter 


times): That all Perſons cohabiting 


within ſuch Bounds, Limitations, 
or. Divicons of Ground, becoming 
a Pariſh, Townſhip, Village, or go- 
ing uader.any other Denomination 


.by. the Cuſtoms or Laws of the 
.Langd..where they are - I ſay ſuch 
Diviſions and. Limitations of 


ground, doth not ſet out the bounds 


.of a Goſpel-Church, bur that it 
.may extend further then {uch Land- 
marks, or be of lefſer Extent, accor- 


ding. to the, Number or Situation 
of the Profeſſing Believers in thoſe 
parts; for conveniency. of their 
aſſembling together, and Commu. 
nion for- mutual Edification ; net- 


ther is it-neceflary that all co-inha- 
bitants_ within ſuch limits ſhould 
be Members of one and the ſame 
_Congregation ; yea that all ſhould 
be reputed fit matter for any, ſeeing 


nothing 


var as 
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'nothing 1s more evident andevery 
where experigncd,than that there 1s 
the greateſt mixture of all ſorts of 
men in ſuch limits and neighbour- 
hoods; common and natural [Juſtice 
allowing every one that habitation 
that he can claim a civil right and 
uitle to, let him be good or bad; 
Its not Religion that makes men 
members of this or that Pariſh, or 
Irreligion that excludes them. Now 
1f co-habitation in ſuch a Precin&t 
makes a man a member of the 
Church of Chriſt there, (if there 
be any) it is either becauſe it makes 
him neceſſarily $0, or gives him a 
dueclaim : if the firſt, he muſt be 
one whether he be willing or no, 


and fo long as he dwells in thoſe 


limits, they can enforce him to be 


;-+. Jo ;-and then the Church muſt be 


- Power, not only:internal by moral 


bone 


t a Spiritual, as 


them 


- 
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them/ that are without, which is 
Nonſence and ridiculous; yea an 


_ external compulſive. power on mens 


Perſons and ACtions to be exerted 
by themſelves,or ſome by and under 
them, in order to make men 
Church-members; and this is ſo 
great oa contradiction not only to 
the Tenure of the Goſpel , yea 
wholly without any Preſident uns 
der the old or new Teſtament-con- 
ftitutions, and to the moſt come 
mon Underſtanding of the Nature 
of Religion, that to aſlert it is moſt 
orolly abſurd to any underſtanding 
Chriſtian Ear, and therefore not 
worth 1{iſtzing upon. Or it gives 
him a right andclaim ; but co-ha- 
bitation givesnof a mar a rightand 
claim; Z#rgo: For then he may come 
and challenge his right, and they 
cannot hinder him,pleading that he 
hath what is neceflary to Church. 
memberſhip, vis, Cohabitation. 
Hence#no Church would havePow- 
er 


Ee * 
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ef to:inaintain any-Purity of; Qrdis: 
nances, and defend them _ 
rupt: communicants, 
the Rules of. the Gaſpe Lo = 
fore;there DE. , 
ficeys and Diſciphge:40 his, gnd.. 
Belides, Excommungea be: 
the Removal of men out:o4 the Par 
riſh, and; gothing elſe: forar-s the: 
pone—n —_ off, from tho bgtid of; 
. Noaw-if the, Pariſh: 


limi ab o the. ahond of Fellgwrſhip, 


— _ Xl hes: ADilGi- 
plige. ould cut..of Any onegroft 
civil-Rights and Properticgge1 
oiſh.men, 25:8 3fyj "XE © 
Yea there is nothin - | 
Ordinances of Chriſt les ap and 
contemptible as ſuch Church work 
as/ this, when rhere is no other 
Qualification. required to adult 
Church-memberſhip, then cohab1- 


ration in the Preciat -where ſuch 
Pre- 


| 
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"pretended Charch.is,; and this 190 


neceſſary am enforcing reaſon, that 


"the Inhabitant "cannot "avoid 'ir 
«without rhe hazard of the greateſt 
- Penalties from Church and: State ; 

neither can the Charch refuſe him, 


making. a Profeſſion 'of chriſtianity 


ar large, though he be” otherwiſe 


the greateſt known Debauchee in 


- all manner of Wickedneſs; nor 
- when he 1s admitted to communion 


berid of him, according to the true 
Nature of this Rule, but by remov- 
ing him out of the Pariſh. And 
therefore I ſuppoſe this is the Rea- 
ſon of the Proceeding of ſuch thar 


_ aſſert Pariſh-churches, that after 
 Excommunication, upon non-return 
Offenders are committed to a Goal, 


a Severicy that Chriſt and his Apo- 
{tles never thought of, bur in a Spi- 
rit of Prophecy, when they foreſaw 


: the cruelty »nd tyranny that would 


be exerciied under the Antichriſtian 


-Kingdom. Forcible and impos'd 


COM- 


. - At 
o _ p4 : X: 
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communion is nauſeous to all ge- 
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. 8 Pariſh , the whilſt he iphabies 
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nerous minded men, in natural or 


- Civil Societies; no man will be for- 


ced to be of a Family by way of Af- 


finity, nor of aSociety by incorpora- 
tion - Nay there's no ſuch Scciety, 
Deconamy, or Body corporate, bur 
look upan it much beneath them to 
proſtitute their Rights and Privi. 
ledges to every Paultry Townſmart 
or [nhabitant, much leſs will im- 


poſe them upon unwilling Perſons, | 
chough accounted never ſo wor-} 


thy. | 

: Laſtly, by this Bond of Church 
fellowſhip, vis. Cohabitation, a 
mag 1s totally deprived of the uſe 
of his own Reaſon, Judgment and 
Conſcience in Spirituals, whereas 
all Laws leaves us to the uſe of thenr 
in temporal and civil atfairs; for if 
a man ts immediately of fuch a 
Church, as ſoon as he hath rented 
a houſe, or took Lodgings in' ſuch 


there, 


. Of Parochial Charches. | 49 FOO 


there, he cannot upon any term® 
but of culpable Separation, joyn 
T-S himſelf to another Church, where 
\f- he may be more edifyed, tho? but 
a" a ſtones caſt from him. And if 
| he was of the other Pariſh before, 
uri where he enjoyed God under an a- . 
0] ble Godly Miniſter, and 1n the com- 
Vi-5 munion of a faithful people; and 
alt} doth upon family-neceſlity, or con- 
m- veniency of trade or dwelling, re- 
ns, | move but into the next ſtreet over 
Oor- | the Pariſh-bounds, where it may 
be in the next, is an ignorant, {can- 
dalous, perſecuting and rayling 
Miniſter, and haply a people not 
uſe} unlike him; ( which 1s no new 
thing, the Prophets tells us, Like 
eaJy Priefts liks People ) he is neceſſita- 
ell} ted to be a Profeſſed Member of 
$i thisSynagogue of Satan, and cann't 
remain a Church-member of the 
former, by reaſon of his remove: 
ct | And that this is ſo de fato, ſee Car. 
Wes | 28.entituled, Strangers not to be 
E admitted 
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admitted to the. Communion - 
Church-wardens, 8&C. ſhall obſer ve, 
—IW hether aty Strangers come often 
and commonly from other Pariſhes to 
their wigs" and ſhall ſhem their 
Miniſters 0) f them, leait perhaps they 
be adn! tred 70 the Lords 1 anle a. 
7012 ft 0: hers,which they ſhall forbid, 
and remit {ach home to their own 
Pariſh- Church-os ; and, biniſters ; , 
there to receive th: Communion with 
1214 reſt. of their Neiohbonrs. Tuſt 
as one Neighbour coth with-the 
others I L5 0; 2s, when they run 1nto 

each other houſes a munching : 
Fly; 20 Jt abs yo ty OC . 
Here's noadmiſiion of Members fr 
of another Pariſh; therefore our. | 
| 


concluſion holds rood, That by thus 
bond of Communion. Chriſtians 
are C bony from the iree Election 
of their Minifter, and Society 10 
holy he ings: whores s he 15 not en- 
thralled rag in worldly Y MAELErs 3 : he 
22N go out of the Pariſh to chooſe 
= [11S 


| Church , 
wretched and damnable device of 


hah ; a bond 0 
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his Phyſician, Chirurgion, Wife, 
Nurle, Apprentice, Taylor ; Trade 
and deal for - any Commoditi ies 
where he will » CXCEPtINg Spiritual, 
and in thoſe he mult rake no better 
(will he, niJl he) then his own Pa- 
rifn- ſhop affords. Is not this-1ſo 
tar from a Goſpel conſtitution of a 
thar 1's a miſerable , 


the Devil, to geſtroy the very na- 
ture of Goipel:Churches, and ru- 
11e poor Souls'to all intents and 
purpoſes? 

I know what will be ftill plead- 
ed for a Pariſh Church, without re-= 
ſpect ( ſome will it may be lay) to 
he bond of Cohabitation; and thar 
is this, 

That where-ever the Ward and 

Sacraments are Adminiſtred,that is 

2 true Church. 
To which I anſwer theſe things + 
. There is no politick Society bur 
4 oy and if that 
be 
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be proved null, void and of no ef- 
fect, as we have done, the whole 
Society or Corporation falls to the 
ground ; 2. 1 hat which is Sawrte for 
s Gooſe, ts for a Gander alſs ; if the 
Preaching the Word, and Admini- 
ſtring the Sacraments, make a 
Church without any. more ; why 
do the Aflertors of Pariſh-Church- 
es deny Separate Congregations, 
where the Word and Sacraments 
are Adminiſtred, to be ſuch? 3. 
There may be a Church in a Pa- 
riſh where the VVord is Preaehed, 
and Sacraments Adminiſtred ; but 
it follows not thence the Pariſh is 
the Church, It's poſhble there 
may be a- Church of Chrilt in A1- 
giers, but then it follows not that 
the City of Alpiers is a Church; 
4. The 19th. Can. of the Church 
of Ezgland ſaith, There ſhould be # 
Congregation .of faithful men , and 
a due Adminiſtration , and the 
Word of God Purely Preached ; 
Implying, 
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Implying, that where the Majority 
at leaſt,which carries the denomi- 
nation of the whole in all body po- 
liticks,are not viſibly faithful men, 
but otherwiſe, there's not a Church 
ofChriſt: likewiſe where the word 
of God 1s corruptly Preached, and 
the Sacraments n#duely admini- 
ſtred 5. A Miniſters Preaching by 
a meer Pariſh- relation, makes 
I1m no.more a Paſtor, then coha- 
bitation makes the Pariſhioners 
Members ; for a Miniſters Pariſh- 


relation is only a humane inſtituti- 


on, and indeed a matter of Civil 
Right, ( which may be well im- 
proved in Reformed Chriſtian - 
Nations) in order to Spiritual Ad- 
vatitage for the intereſt of Chriſt 
and his true conſtituted Churches, 
by the countenance of good Magi- 
ſtrates; but that it is a Church- 
relation ſetled on Gofpel-grounds , 
It would be abfiurdly infolent to 
pretend. That the eſtabliſhment of 
=3 6 
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4 Of Parochial Churches, 
a Ruiing Preaching Officer in the 
Church of Chriſt ſhould be, 1. by 
the Preſentation of a Forrcigner, 
or a Tyrannical Gentleman or 
Landlord in the Pariſh, it may be. 
the molt profeit Enem) to- Chriſt 
and h15 Ch urclt; and if of the firſt 
fort, by one tha: knows, not the 
temper and diſpoſition of the peo- 
ple,nor ihe Abilines, PaPts and Ho- 
cely of him he Preſet itSz NEVET 
garding ſo much thoſe qualifica- 
£100s W hereby he might edity the 


ty 
jive Pic, but only ſome carpal ends 


and advantages, or particular re- 
gard to the Perſon of the Pariſh- 
cctor, to preter him or provide a 
competency tor his Subſiſtance, 
This man being preſented, is 1nfti- 
tuted and induQted, rakes to the 
rofits for his life, /unleſ he for- 
feir them by ſome Puritan or , Pha- 
patick faults). perigy ms Pariſh: du- 
ties as the Law of ome people re- 
Guires, this 1s his Pariſh-relation ; 


but 
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but not 1n the eaſt grounded. upon 
the Goſpel. '6. A Miniſter may 
Preach a great while 1n any place, 
to any ſort of people, before there 
13a Church ; as tor Converſion, or 
tor tryal of his Gifts and Par ts; but. 
none can be ſo ab [tra 2s to-affirm 
that that conſtant:ÞP aching Tens ' 
ders the Pariſh a Church : for we 
know by woful experience, that | 
the' word may be ates 
Preached in Pariſhes for a great 
while, and great part, moſt, or Ir 

may be all, be kearcely civilized, 
but remain in Profeiſed Artheiim, 
or manifeſt Prophanene!s; it may 
bc, open Perfecuring Enmity to 
Godline's : Aod if any ſay it muſt 
be conſtant Preaching that muſt 


 denominate the Pariih a Church : 


I would know how: long ? And 
what time 1s required? It 1t be 
ſaid till fome are bro! ught home to 
Chrilt, ang by a V ifhle Profeſſion 
to {ubm:t to OR Goſpel-Rutes and 
E 4 Covernment, 
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Government, thenthe limits. of the 
Church is no further then the ef- 
feQs of the Goſpel, and it compre- 
hends not thoſe Inhabitants that 
ſtill remain Profeſled Rebels againſt 
Chriſt. So that if the Preaching 
the Goſpel in a Pariſh, renders it 
a Church of Chrift, as ſuch, one 
Sermon will do it as wellas a hun- 
dred; I ſay if all the Pariſhioners, 
as {uch,are to be the Church-mem- 
bers without exception, upon the 
Goſpel Preached. 7. A Miniſter 
is often ſent by Chwftian Magi- 
{trates, for Converſion of People ; 
ſhall they preſently be a Church, 
whether they receive or own his 
DoQtrine or no? And it may be_ 
none of them, or at leaſt moſt of 
the Pariſhioners,capable of judging 
of him or his Doctrine ; or a M1- 
niſter ſometimes is impoſed by a 
Patron or Biſhops, &«c. upon a ca- 
pable people, ſhall they preſently 
tall into a Church-Relation, whe- 
tner 
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ther they approve him and chooſe 


him or no ? Such things carry the 
greateſt abſurdities with them.$8.As 


Preaching may be 11 a Pariſh, and 


no Conſtituted Church of Chriſt 
there, ſo there may be the Admi- 


niſtration of Sacraments, and no 


Church of Chriſt there; and if 
there be in the Pariſh, it makes 
not the Pariſh a Church. Suppoſe 
a pretended Miniſter impoſed on a 
people that evidently enough de. 
clares himſelf by his life and Do- 
ftrine never to have bgen ſenr of 


Chriſt, and chaſlengeth the Pa- 


riſh by yertue of Humane Laws 
to be his Church ( as they call 
it ) which in general, own no 
other Church-Relation , but by 
Cobabitation ; this man goes on 
to Preach the Sentiments of his 
own Brain, abuſe Scripture, Re- 
proach Godlineſs, rail at, Perſe- 
cyte and devour the Sheep of 
Chriſt, 


s 8 Of Parochi:] Churches. 
Chriſt, if there be any; joyn in 


with the wicked, ignorant, lewd 
and debauchr part of the Pariſh, 
and do all he can to infe&t the 
reſt with the Scab or Rot; This 
man Baptizeth and Adminiſters 
the Lords Supper to his Intect- 
ed Flock, Ccails the ſoundeſt Schil- 
maticks and Separatiſts : Doth tis 
conſtitute a Church of Chriſt, or 
a Synagogue of Satzn!? what are 
all his Admidiſtrations but an Js. 
—_— As to the efficacy of 
the Aft done, its not my Pro- 
vince to determine here ;' I ſhall 
onely ſay as to the. matter of 
Baptiim, I, roundly affirm, That 

[ believe 1t no more effectual 
—_ if a Cobler Tinker or Mid- 
wife had done it with ſome com- 
petent Solemaity. Hence it evi- 
cently may be concluded, That the' 
Adminiſtration of Sacraments con- 
ſtitutes not a Church of Chriſt, 
much leſs makes a Pariſh aChurch. 
[3TH 1t 
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But 1n the forementiion'd inſtances, 
the whole proceeding of Miniſters 
and People are a meer uſurpation 
of Communion in Church Ordi- 
nances,; and 15 no better then Jero- 
boams worihipping Daz and Bethel, 
and Conformity thereto no better 
then the J{rae/iftes Conformiry 
thereto 1n obedience to their lawful 
civiiGovernours,in that which is a 
declared Abomination to the Lord. 


Obv1. Tos do hereby Unchnrech- n2a- 
ny an eminent Church, where there 
hath been a Faithful Parish Miniſter, 
ana holy 2008 people waleing as bisPas 
risnioners in Comminion with him. 


Auf. We unchurch no trueChurch 
of Chriſt by this means, for r 

one thing to ſay a thing is 

Church, ond that it's occaſional 
of a Church. T deny not but 
many Miniſters Pariſh-Relation , 
and Peopies cohabitation, have 
been ocalions of many Reform- 


ug | 
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ing Churches, which Chriſt hath 
accepted in their degrees of Refor- 
mation ; but we affirm they were 
not Churches of Chriſtas ſuch, z.e. 
as Members of a Pariſh; but as a 
faithul people, related by a Spiri- 
tual Bond of Union to Chriſt, 
and one to another, in Commu- 
nion of the Word purely Preach- 


ed, and Sacraments duely Admi- 
niſtred. E7, 


Gr 


CHAP. V. 
Of the Catholick Viſible Church. 


Hoſe that ſpeak of a Catho- 
lick Viſible Church, ſpeak 
ſome at one rate, and ſome at ano- 
ther. | 
If they mean that the Catholick 
Church is Viſible in the largeſt 
ſence, as ſuch, we deny it; for it is 
not viſible to us, nor can be, till all 
the Elect are called in, and ſo muſt 
be onely at the Gemrai Aſſembly 
and Church of the Firſt-bory ; for at: 
preſent the moſt eminent part of it 
1s triumphant ; many true Believ- 
ers that are militant, not ſeen or 
known to us: And ſo to ſay the 
Catholick Church is Viſible, is to 
ſet our words and ſences at vari- 
ance, | 


By 
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By Catholick Viſible, ſome will 
ſay thgy. mean nor the whole Uni-. 
verſal Church, bur ſo muchof it 
2515 Viſible; but this cannot, tor that 
realon, have the denomination of 
Catholick Church, becauſe its but 
a very {mall part of it, and part 
cannot be called the whole; beſides 
if it be limited to the Viſible Saints 
militanc, I ſay the univerſality of 
them are never viliblez either in 
any Congregation,07 in Communion 
of any Ordinance, or under any Yt- 
ſible Paſtoral Juriſdiction ; neither 
are the particular Memi ers of the 
Charch Militant vilible at the ſame 
time, there being. no ſuch time 
when all true Believers are known 
by their viſible Profeſſion. 

Some underſtand by the Catholick 
Vifible Church, ar. Organized ( harch 
with a viſible Paſtoral Head, and 
furniſhed with Officers 1ſuiting a 
Catholick Ruling Power over all 
C:rches and Saints on Earth ; and 
this 
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Of the Catholick Viſible Church, 63 
this is the meaning alwayes of the 
Papiſts when they ſpeak of the Ca- 
tholick Charch, calling themſelves 
Cathot: oe as Members of it which 
Church they ſa Romne 15, wherein 
this univerial | Paſtor ad Furiid1- 

101 15 placed. 

3ut it 1s by a clond of Witneſſes 
allerreg that Chr? "Rp 'r Ordained 
any univerial viſible Paſtor, nor 
ever promoted Peter above the reſt 
of the Apoitles, neither did ever 
the g: eateit contender for the Popes 
Headſpip, a and Supremacy over all 


other Paſtors and Chnrches , ever 


make ſeeming fair Doe of it, for 


though he ſent ſorth his Apoſtles 


as Extraoremary Oficers, with an 
extravrcinary preſence for working 
Mirac'cs, and healing, in order to 
the firſ? propagating the Goſpel, 
andPlantation ofChzrczes, yet they 
had but a co-ordinate power, nei- 
ther were they fixed as ſtanding 
and laiting Officers in the Charch, 
neither 
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neither was their Apoſtolick pow- 
er conveyed to any Succeſlors, 
but dyed with them, leaving only 
ordinary Officers in the Church. 
Laſtly, can you read the word 
gXKANT( os where to import 1n the 
New Teſtament, a Church of this 
niture, vis... a Catholick Viſible 
Organized Church, Chriſt ra- 
ther pofitively forbad it, and re- 
proved that ſpirit of Ambition ; 
that was one thing that our Savi- 
our {aw working 1n them, labour- 
ing to be Dignitaries ; But he that 
will be chief anms1ng you, let bim be 


your Servant, Mait.20.17. $23. 11... 


10. 24, 25. Which Reprimand the 
Mother of Z-bedee's children recei- 
ved, when ſhe enquired who ſhould 
be greateſt amoag her children. 
There are fix or ſeven ſorts of 
Churches in the latter dayes that 
entitle themſelves the Churches of 
Chriſt, which the Goſpel makes no 
mention of , viz. Catho!rce Orga- 
mzed 


ed Viſible,ſuch the Church ofRowe, 
 Patriarchal, National, Provincial, 
' Dioceſan, Archdeconary,Parochial: 
Theſe feem tobe 7he Jeves women ' 

| ſpoken of, Iſa. 4.1. that ' ſhall take 
hold of one man [ The Lord Teſts 
Chrift ] Saying we with: eat Our Own 
bread, and wear our own Apparel, on- 
ly let us be called by thy name to take 
away our reproach. They will have 
the name of Chriſt; that they may 
* not be Reproached as the Churches 
of Antichriſt, and. yet will be-at 
their own proviſion for Worſhip 
* and Ordinances by humane inven- 
tions. . Bur for all this;-tho' theſe, 


common vogue to carry the name 
: of the True Goſpel Churches 
Id -— bg 
throughout the world , his Trye 
of Spauſe,though ſmall and contempe + 
tible as to outward appearance,ſhall 
of be glorious, ver. 2. 1» that day the 
branth of the Lord ſhall be beautiful 
and' glorious, and the fruit of the 
' earth 
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whoriſh women make a ſhift by a - 
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earth ſhall be excellent and comely for 
them that are eſcaped of Iſrael, ver.13. 
. And it ſhall come to paſs, that he that 
- is deft in Zion [inthat great Apoita- 
-c1] and he that remaineth in Jeruſa- 
lem ſhall be called holy, even every 
one that is written among the living 
iz Jeruſalem. See what follows 
from'ver. 4. tothe end. 
:---ThisI take to be the true mean- 
ing of that place;for x. Women in 
theProphetick phraſe areChurches, 
-as frequent inſtances may begiven. 
;2.”'The number may be definite for 
an indefinite. 3.”The Prophecy is 
.. manifeſtly of the latter dayes, and 
the Churches ſtate therein, which 
none will deny. 


CHAP. 


P. 


CHAP. VI. 


Of the moſt uſual acceptation' of 


the word Church, m the New 
Te eſtament. | 


' £1 


E have ſhewed that in one 
place the word juandzis ta- 


ken for any common Aſſembly, 


lawful or unlawful, As 19. 32, 
39. and likewiſe that it's once ta- 
ken "* a National Church, Aits 
Zo. 
But in all other places, it's - el- 


ther taken for the Univerſal Church: 


of Chriſt, or for particular Con- 


eregations; and for no other ſorts 
|| of Churches. 


F 2 
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63), Of the Univerſal Church. 
— The Univerſal Church of Chriſt 
1s oneOrganizedBody,Chrift being 
the Head, and all theSaintsTrium- 
phant, and Militant, the Members ; 
united together, either by a real 
Bond, vilible or inviſible, or both. 
This Church of Chriit either 1s 
mentioned in.the New Teſtament 
in the moſt general conſideration ; 
of "more particularly , referring 
tO it in the myſtical part of it, or 


.to the ViſibleExternally Organized 


parts of it, which are the particu- 
Isr. Cliarches.-. I ſhall briefly go 
through. the. places of the New 
Teſtament, -where it's uſed, for 
the Readers ſatisfaftion. It (is ta-! 
ken for the Body of Chriſt under 
the moſt general and- comprehen- 
ſive fignification, and ſo it's to-be 
underſtood of a Body conſiſting of 
Head'.and Members, made-up. of 


viſthle and wyiſible, real and 'pro- 


teſſi ng: only. T1 . ; 
The places carrying 1t in this, 
lg! { oo ſence, | 


_ called +the Body of Chriſt, 


| Joe of Goh, f. £a, by the w ole 
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ſence, are, Mat. 16.18. Upon this 
Rock will I build my Church, 7. e. mY 
whole - Spiritual Fabrick Thall 
built...upon that Perſun and Do- 
Qtrine which thou haſt born Wits 
neſs to 1n this Profeſſion. _,. ._ 

Epheſ. 1.22, 23. Heath put all 
things, under his feet, and gave him 
to.be Head over all things to” his 
Church, which 1s. bis Body, the full- 
neſs of him that filleth all in all. 
Coh.1..24. Who now yjozce in'my 
; ferings for you, and fill up that. 

6h175 behind, of the Aflictions of 
Chrit [myſtical]. ; in my Flesh, for 
his Bodies ſake, which is the Charih. 
Note that where the Church. is 
it; 1s 
meant of: the Univerſal Church for 
the moſt part. Sons 

Eph..3. 10. To the intent the” 
now unto. Principalities and Pomers 
1 Heavenly Places, might be made. 
known by. the Church the. manifold 


"2 T5 


Church 
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Cliurch both militant and trium-' 
phant, by the eminent Grace and 
Glory ſhinning forth in them, e- 
ven to the admiration of Angels ; 
even to ſee, ver. g. The Fellowſhip 
of the Myſtery which from the begin- 
ning of the world hath been hid in 
God, &c. And ver. 21. Unto hins be 
Glory is the Church by Jeſus Chriſt , 


| 
| | throughout all Ages, world without 
: 


end, 

Epheſ: 5. 25. He bath loved his 
08 Church, and groen himſelf for it ; 
T6 [ Ver. 27: to make it aglorious Charch, 


29. No man bateth his own fleſh, but 
xouriſheth it and cherishith it, even 
as the Loyd. the Church, 4.e. the 
Wi! whole Church ; for we are Members 
W | \Þ of his body,of bis flech and his bones : 
180! vcr. 32. This is a great Myer y,but 
'Y! {1 T ſpeak of Chriſt and his Charch. 

'84 i Heb. 12. 2Q. To the General Af- 
| fembly and Church of the firft” born, 
which muſt be underſtood. of the 
Qniyerſal Church in its pureſt and 
by ' moſt 


and differing * 
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' moſt glorious ſtate, both militanr 


and triumphant ; to which 'every 
true Believer comes when he 1s u- 
nited/by Faith to Chriſt the Head. 
Taviyves there is the only-word 1n 
the New Teſtament can be rendred. 
Catholick Aſſembly.” - I" 

2, Church 'is taken''in the: - 


' New Teſtament for [the viſi- 


ble part of the Catholick Chorch, 
1 Cor. 12.27, 28. Te are the Body 
of Chriit,” and Members in particu= 
lar, and God hath ſet ſome in the 
Church firſt Apoſtles, then Prophets, 
&c. In this and ſuch like places 
Church is - taken primarily'for the 
Univerſal” Chnrch , though there 
be many” things applyed 'thereto, 
which more immediately belcng : 
to the'vifible parts of it in par- 


mbers, in reſpect 
of Office, Grate, or Gifts. And 
ſo 1's to be underſtood in the 
place. laſt quoted; as alſo, Eph. 
4. 11, 12, 13. a Paralle] Place, and 


| ticular ring Me Congregations , 


ſuch is,Rom.12.4,5,0,7. Laſtly, 
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Light, and- Profeſſion, 
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.. Laſtly, 1 Tim. 3. 15. That thos *.. 


may? know: how FY, behave th 9. ſelf i in 


the houſe of God, which is the - Charch 
of God, [5.6 ina particular-p rt of 
the Univerſal Church ] which is the. 
pillar and ground of. truth L, e. the 
Univerſal Church is the pillar and 
round:of.. Truth in the. world, :to 
fend and” maintain it, and hold * 
forth the :light of it; - but-every 
7, ty 1Sa- Candlefticl 
ro hold the Candle of the Goſpel- 
an d Ordr- 
nances, among which Chr hrif walks. 
Theſe areall the places {d' near as Þ 
can find, which have reference to 
the Catholick Church, where 'Ec- 
clefia, or: Church, is mentioned, un-! 
le{s thoſe that ſpeak of Pauls 'Per- 
ſecuting the Church, which may 
be underſtood not only actual Per- 
ſecuting the Particular Church of 
Feruſalem, but of the whole Bod 
of Chriſt, becauſe x. that Church 
was al as yet Planted, and 2. be- 
_ cauſe 
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|: cauſe Chriſt takes his rage and en-_ 4 
_ Þ|-mity to be wn and managed a- 
_ gainſt his myſtical Body, Atts 9: 
Saul, Saul, why Perſecuteſt thou me ? 
[The places are theſc, x Cor. 15. 
9. Gal. 1. 23. Phil, 3. 6, Acts z; 


$ 
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CHAP. VII 
Of a Particular Church. | 


come in the next place to ſhew 
! what the word Church impor. 
T1.4 teth 1n all other Texts 'of the New 
ut Teſtament, were it is uſed, not yet. 
mentioned, which is far the great- 
{ er part. | 
14 And to make it evident, that no 
$1 18 other Church is by them intended 
[8 then ſuch an one which is deſcrib- 
| | __ edinthe 19thArticle of theChurch 
[i of England, viz. A Church is a 
J Congregation of Faithful Men, where 
the pure Word of God js Preached, 
and the Sacraments duly Admini- 
F-.. red, according to Gods holy Oras. - 
| . ances, 


by 
ibis A ate. 
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#ances; which can have no other 


-underſtanding, then that of a Par- 
þ. I need not deſcant 


ticular Church. 
upon it, it carryes ſo much plain- 
neſs andcorreſpondency to the ge- 
nuine {ence of a Church 1n all pla- 
ces of the Goſpel, where a parti- 
cular Church is intended , that 
there is no room for exception, 
The firſt' Text is,, Mat. 18. 17. 
Tell che Church, which is the parti. 
cular Congregation of faithful 
men, &c.- Its nonſence to ſuppoſe 
hat a National or Provincial 


Church is here meant ; that upon 
every 


offence between brother 
and brother; an addreſs muſt be 
ade to a Council, Synod, Arch- 
diſhop or Biſhop ; and where have 
e Counſels or Synods, or Paſtors 
alled Churches in any place of the 
ew Teſtament ? If any man pre- 
end to object that our Saviour here 
tended the Church of the Jews ; 


. Nod that totell the. Church, wasto 


' tell 
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_ tell the Sanhedvins : Let ſuch an one 
give one inſtance,that theSenhedrim 
is called the Church 1n Old or 
New Teſtament ; I am ſure, not 
in the New : neither is it rational 
to ſuppoſe that our Saviour- gave 
here Rules for theOeconomy of the 
Jewiſh Church, which was ſo ſoon 
after to be diſſolved as to-1ts whole 
conſtitution, our Saviour ne- 
ver intending the ereCtion of a 
National Church more. 
2. The next Texts are  Afts 2. 
47. And the Lord added 
Of the Church ' to the Church daily ſuch 
Tone: ſhould be ſaved. This 
was without diſpute a particular 
Congregation, for there was as yet 
but that one, which was that CXX 
which Chriſt left rogether at his 
Aſcention. This was the Congre- 
gation of the Faithful which was 
added to;which is the meChurch 
that was ſpoken of, Adts 5.11. Fes 
fell upon all the Church, or Congrez 4 
£101 
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on of the Faithful. The firſt mul: 
tiplying-of Churches, was occaſi- 
oned by Sauls Perſecution, after 
the ſtoning of Stepher ; ſcattering 
a great part of this Congregation, 
now grown too big for one: Atts ' 
8. 1, 3, There was a great Perſecuti= 
0n againſt the Church which was at 
Jeruſalem ;, againſt this Church in 
particular , Sauls Perſecution was 
breathed, which he mentions after. 
ward, 1 Cor. 15. 9. Gal:1. 13. Phil. 
3.6. after which he continnes to 
breath out threatnings and ſlaugh- 
ter, and aſſay's to purſue them to 
Damaſcus, and other places, As 
a 1, near which place Chriſt ſtops 
is Career. 

But notwitſtanding this ſcatter- 
ing, which God turn'd to the ad- 
vantage of the Goſpel, and encreaſe 
of Churches, by the Preaching of 
Philip and other ſcattered brethren, 
ſo that as chap. 8. and 1. ver. 19. 
and in yer. 21. The haydof the Lord 
wa 
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was with them, and a great number 
were added to the Lord : So that in 
Fudea,theChurches of Samarie, and 
Galilee, were gathered, As 9.31. It 
appears alſo the Body of that Jeru- 
jalem-Church ſrill remained, & ty- 
dings coming to them of the mar- 
vellous ſucceſs of the Miniſtry of 
the ſcattered Diſciples, they ſerif 
forth Barnabas, Atts 11.22:T hex tyd- 
ingsof theſe things came to the ears of 
 theChurch which was in Jeruſalem, 
and they ſent forth Barnabas that he 
ſhould go as far as Anti- 
The Church och, &c. ver. 25. from 
of Antioch {ence he departed to 
. Tarſus to ſeek Saul, ver. 26. And 
when he had found him he brought 
him to Azticch, and it came to 
paſs, that a whole year they Aſſem- 
bled themſelves with the Church, and 
taught much people, 1. e. befides the 
Churches, this is the Firft Goſpel- 
Church of the Gentiles -we read 
of. Now that this was a Congre- 
gation 
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gation of the Faithful, converted 
firſt by the Miniſtry of the Scat- 
tered, it appears in that Barnabas 
firſt fell upon confirming work, v. 
23. When he came and had (een 
the Grace of God , was glad, and 
exhorted them all that with purpoſe 
of heart they would cleave unto the 
Lord ; and by his further labours 
the Church was encreaſed, v. 24. 
and much people were added unto the 
Lord, though IT will not deny, 
this expreſſion may 7ntend his firft 
forming them into a Church, be- 
fore the coming of Saulafter which 
we are aſſured it was a Formed 
Church ſeparated from the reſt 
of the * people' of Antioch, yea, 
from many that were frequent 
| hearers of the Word, as appears 
verſe 26. 

Afrer this a ſecond Perſecution _ 
ariſcth ' againft the Church of 
Jeruſalem, AQ. 12. 1. Now about 
that time. Herod the' King JO” 
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. apart Barnabas and Saul to the 


. prus, Salamis, Paphos, Pergs in Pams 


ed forth his hands to vex certain of 
the Church, and killes James, and 
impriſoned Peter; for whom ' Prayer 
was made without ceaſing of the 
Church unto God for him; verſe 5, 
r2. viz, Aſlembled in a private 
Meeting. | | 
Chap 13-1. We have an Ac- 
count of Certain Prophets in the 
Church of Az#:och, a ſort of extra- 
ordinary Officers in the Primitive 
Churches, mentioned next _ after 
Apoſtles, Eph. 4.11. Theſe were 
charged by the Holy Ghoſt to ſet 


work whereunto he had called 
them, which being ſent forth, they 
went their Progreſs to Seleucia, Cy- 


philia, and from thence to Azti- 
och in Piſidia, chap. 13. verſe 14. 
there Paul preached in the. Syna- 
gogue with great -aCceptation 0 
the Proſelyte Gertiles, who:aſſern 
bled to hear the next Sabbath fro T 

Ex —— Ml 


aud | contradiiting and blaſpheming, 'they 
ayer | declare the rejection of the: Fews, 
the and there turn to the Gentiles, ver. 
ſe5, | 46, 47. Being Perſecuted from this 
vate ſl Antioch they came to Iconinm, to the 
great joy of the Diſciples, verle is1, 
Ac- 52. Here they Preached, with,ſuc- 
the ſl ceſs, chap. 14. 1. but were oppoſed 
xtra-iſ by the Unbelieving Fews, and Per- 
1tiveſl ſecuted to. Ly#ra & Derbe,verle 20. 
aiterſſſ .Cityes of Lycaonra:: At Lyſtra cured 
wereff /the. Cripple, and like to be, wor- 
'o ſet ſhipped ior Gods ;. but the: Fews 
> the. from 4ztioch. and Iconium' change 
called): the Scene, ver. -19-and Past- was 
they ſtoned; :but-recovered,; departed'to 
4, Cy} Derve, and after Preaching there, 
Pam returned to' Lyra, :Torimm und 
Anti Antioch of Piſidia, confirms 1 + 
ſe 14fang the Diſciples,” verſe 22, Cn 
SynaY 23. ordainizg Elders in ge Tcontim, 
on OI very Church. TheſeChurch- ED 
0 Id, 


aſſemy es of Lyra, Tconium, and 
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all parts of the City ; butthe Jews- 


1 from A7iccn, were gathered at the A- 


all 


G poſtle 
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Ftles firſt coming, and at thetr re- 
turn to confirm them , they ordai- 
[ned Elders in them. Thefe . were 
not National Churches ; Antioch 
was of the Region of P:fidia; nor 
was the whole limit of any of theſe 
- Places of the Church, but' a few 
of each that were wrought upon 
by, and ſubmitted to their Mint- 
ftry. From Piſidia, they came to 
- the Province of Pamphilia, ver. 24. 
-where they Prea@hed' at Perge , 
went to Attalia, and thence ſailed 
ito the firſt Antzoch, where theſe 
"two Apoſtles, ſo called ver. 14. 
:\were Ordained, and from - whence 
"they were ſent to this Apoſtolick 
-work of gathering \Churches, and 
fetling Elders in them ; here they 
give the Church of Antioch an ac- 
count of what: Gad had: done by 
them, 1n opening a door of faith 
unto the Gentiles, verſe 27. and 
abode there a long time. During, 
- their abode there, diſturbance was 
raiſed 


the queſtion was determined, verſe 


raiſed by ſome mea that came from 
Fudea, and taught the neceſſity of 
circumciſion, chap. 15. 1,2, 3. where- 
upon the Apoftles and: certain 0- 
thers were ſent to the Apoſtles and 
Elders at Jeruſalem «bout this que= 
ftion,and were brought on their wayb 

the. Church, verle 3. I ſuppoſe 
none can conjecture that here was 
any Church belides a Congrega- 
tion of Faithful ; no Houſe-church,; 


that could bring the Apoſtles on 


their way ; no National or Provin- 
cial Church ; it's .not to be ſuppo- 
ſed, that all the Province or City 
of ' Antioch accompanied them, but 
only thoſe few that were gathered 
into a Church ; and they not ra- 
ken all in one Pariſh or PrecinQ of 
the City, but here and there, as it- 


| pleaſed God by his Grace to work. 


When they came, verſe 4. to Fe- 
ruſalem, they were received by the 
Church, ApoFtles and Elders, where 


| 
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22. and return: made ( with the 
reſolves of theApoſtles and Church 
of . Jeruſalem) to Anticech, and 
. ſtaying fome time there, confirmed 
the Diſciples. But ſome days at- 
ter Paul and- Barnabas agreeing to 
depart to reviſit the Cities where 
they; Preached, they diſagreed a- 
bout taking Fohn: Mark, and ſo 
parted; Pal then took Silas, and 
went through! Syria aud Cilia, 
Barnabas tnok Mark and went to 
Cyprus; places where they. had 
been, verſe 36,37. confirming the 
Churches; v. 44;'! 1 ſhall proceed 
no: further in theſe two Apoſtles 
rravells; this: being. enough to 
ſhew-what ſort.of Churches were 
firſtplanted by them! 3 and to ſhew 
where any mention is made of 
Church; and that's -but in: two 
places 'more 1n the A4#s, Atts 18. 
' 22. After ihe had Zanded 

Cones of atCeſarea, amd wext up aud 
*RIC ' [aluted the Church, he went 

' down 


{> 
= 
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down to Antioch, «xd chap. Mitetus. 
20. 17. from Miletus he ſent 

io Epheſus and called the Elders of 
the Church,and charged them, v.\28, 
Take heed therefore to your ſelves , 
and to all th: Flick, over which'th: 
Holy Ghoſt hath made yow Over ſcers, 
to feed the Church of God, which he 
hath purchaſed with his Blood. 

Now what were theſe but ſuch 
Congregations | that accompany- 
ed the Apoſtles, that was ſaluted 
by them-; that they confirmed, and 
were purchaſed by Chriſts blood; 
is it fence to think they were Hou- 
ſes, or whole Nations, or Provin- 
ces, or Cities ? no they were thoſe 
faithful ones, who being . 


Congregations by the Ml- FH 
nillep ER of the Froglte, 4 

(7. e. the ſcattered Brethren from 
Teruſalem ) were ſetled and con- 
firmed by the Apoſtles, who Or- 
dained Officers reſpectively a- 
mong them. _ G 3 [ 


; t 3 Yu o -F," $ #43 4.5 ; 4 * £ * 1 


86 Of a Particular Charch. 


I proceed in the next place to 
the Churches to whom the fſeve- 
ral Epiſtles were wrote. . 

We read not the word Church 
in any part of the Epiſtles to the 
Romazs, but in the 16th chapter, 
and there referring to other 

| Churches, as verle x. 
The Church of he ſpeaks of Phebe . 
he Roms. ' a Deaconeſs of the 
Church at Cenchres, and verle 4; 
mentions all the Churches of the 
Gentiles, verſe 5. ſalutes the 
Church in Aq«i/a*s houſe, verl: 16. 
The Churches of Chrift ſalute you. 
Though we have reaſon enough t 
believe that there was at this time 
a conſtituted Church ' at Rox, be- 
cauſe firſt he writes to. them as be- 
loved of God, and called tobe Saints, 
chap. 1. verſe 7. Secondly, becauſe 
hegivesRules to them for walking 
towards each other as thoſe in Fel- 
lowſhip, chap-14. Thirdly,Phebe is 
recommended to them from the 
ES. Church 


GEE 
A: 
* - 
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Church at Cenchrea, which would 


v | not have been, had they not been. 
a Church. CTY 

h In the Epiſtle to the Corinthians, 

E we have more mention 

rp, made of the word 3 Goh of 


I" Church then in any E- 
I. piſtle, importing a Particular 


;> - | Congregation; and we may be- 
Ie. gin with that deſcription the Apo» 
4; {tle gives of it, 1 Cor. 1. 2. Unto 
1c the Church of God which is at Co: 
Ie rinth, to them that are ſanitified in 
6. | Chriſt Feſws, called to be Saints, &c. 
t. he writes not-to all the Inhabitants 
”_ of Corinth , but to the Chureh, 
” which he tells you what they are, 
"i ſavtTified in Chriſt Feſis, called tobe 
e- || Szizts; which words are exegeti- 


oo cal of Church, ſo he direQs his 
fe ſecond Epiſtle, 2 Cor. r. 1. Unto 
1g the Church of Gol which is at C0- 


o]- rinth, with all the Saints which ave in 
is | «7Achaia : Cor#xth wasaCityof the 
he Province of Achaia, and he writes 


G4 primari- 
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primarily to the Church at Corinth, 

_ and likewiſe to all the Saints which 
were in that Province, whether 
they were aQtually in Church Fel- 
lowſhip or no, I ſhall briefly men- 
tion all the other Texts where 
Church is taken plainly for ſuch a. 
Particular Congregation as is de- 
ſcribed in the firſt Epiſtle, chap. 1. 

\ I Cor. 4. 17. I have ſent unto you 

_ Timotheus, — who ſhall bring you - 
into remembrance of my ways which 
be in Chriſt, as I teach every where 1# 

. every Church ; 1. e. every particu- 
lar Congregation. - Tu? 
...x Cor. 6. 4, If then you have 
Judgment of things appertaining to 
this life, ſet them tn judge who are 
leatt eſteemed in the Church ; 1. e.' 
in the Church of the Cor:zths, of 
them its primarily intended, and as 
a rule for other particular Church- 
es; where no ſuch thing' as. Chri- 
ſtian civil Magiſtrates was:in thoſe 
times.” x Cor. 7. 17. As the Lord © 
BITE THIOL  'S* © | | hath 
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, hath called every one, ſo let him walk 

h _ and ſourdein Tin all the Churches, 1. 

1 e. as a Rule. for every particular 

- member of each Church. 

I- 1 Cor. x1. 16, tf any man ſeems E 
e _e&h to be contentious, we have n0 ſuch : 3 
4: Cuſtom, nor the "of EY 4 of Goa. ; 
| Verſe 18. Whez you come together 

's in the Church, [1. e. the Aﬀſlembly, 

7 ' not meant of the meeting place, as 

8 + before noted; the ſame lence as iQ « 

ch verſe 22: ] 

# | Chap. 14. 4. He hat Propheſs- 


U- eth Eadifieth th: Church, i. &. the Con- Y 
gregation that heareth = | 


ve And verſe 5. his reaſon of prefer- 
to ing Prophecyiag is given, v:z.T hat 
re the Church may receive Edifying; 
&* therefore ſaith, verſe 12. Seek that ye » 
of may excel,that ihe Church may receive 


as Edifyinz ; and verie 19. In the 
he Church 7 had rather ſpear five words 
r1- with my Underſtanding thit might 
fe r-achoth'rs. Verſe 23. If the whole 


id Nh Church be come together in one place. 


th V crſe 
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Verſe 28 If there be noInterprerer, 
t:t him keep ſilewce in the Chnrch,&C. 
. Verſe 33. God is not the Author of 
Confuflons, but of Peace; as in all 
the Churches of the Saints. Verſe 34- 
Let your Wor: keep {ilence in the 
Churches. Verſe 35. For it is a ſhame 

for Women to ſpeak in the Church. 
Chap. 16. 1. Concerning the Col- 
leftion for the Saints, as I have gi- 
: ven Order to the Churches ( ſuch as 
are in the Province ] of Ga/ata, 
even ſo do ye. Where ſhould Col- 
teAions be made, but in particular 
_ Congregations ? Verſe 19. The 
Churehes of Aſia, [1. e. of that Re- 
£10n] ſalute you ; Aquila and Pre» 

icilla ſalute you, and the Church in 

their Houſe ; it may be that fre- 
quently aſſembled -there, or that 
was for the moſt part belonging to 
their Family ; there might be e- 
nough for a competent Congrega- 
tion in ſuch times as thoſe : that 
Church is mentioned more times. 
ny e Cor. 
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2 Cor. 8. 1. Wea you to wit of 
the Grace cf God. beftem:d on the 
Churches of Macedgnia ; the word 13 


-always uſed in the plural Number, 
' when its applyed to Nations, Pro- 


vinces [Macedonia was a Province] 
Regions, as of Galatia, Macedonia, 
Aſia, Fudea. | | - 

Verſe 18, 19. We have ſent with 


him the Brother whoſe praiſe is in the 


Goſpel throuzhout all the Churches, 


verſe 19. Ad not that only, but wh 
were alſo choſen of the Churches t» 
travel with us; che word 15, Xcreomheis 
and might be rendred ordained, as 
well as in other places. 

Verſe 23. 1 hey are Meſſengers of 
the Churches. Verſe 24. W, herefore 


ſhew to them and before the Churches 


the proof” of your Love. Chap. 11. 8. 

T rebbed other Churches to ſerve you. 
2 Cor. 11. 28. That which com- 

e&th upon me daily, the care of all the 

Churches, V1Z, as to his Apoſtolical 

Office. | EE 
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2 Cor. 12, 13. What is it wherein 
you” are inferiour to other Churches. 
It ſeems titere's no ſuperiority of one 
particlar Church above another, 
but are all co-ordinate. 


The word is thrice uſed in the. 
Epiſtle to the Gallarians, Chap. 2. 
1,2, Pal an Apoſtle — and all the 
- Brethren which are with me, unto the 
Churches of Galatiz [ a Province ] 
Verſe 13. Tow have heard of my Con- 
verſation, how that beyond meaſure I 
perſecuted the*Church of God, and 
wafted it ; i. e. the Church of #e- 
ruſalem, which was only extant 
when he began his Perſecution ; 
and for ought I know, while it 
lafted, for that was a principal oc- , 
calional cauſe of ſcattering the #e- 
raſalem Church, in order to Propa- 
gation ; but he tells them of more 
Churches in the Province of Fades, 
after his Converſion. Verſe 21, 22. 
Afterwards I came into the Regions 


of 
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of Syria and Cilicia, and was un- 
known by face unto the Churches 0 


F. Tudea, which were in Chrift. -: 
E The Apoſtle diretts the Epiſtle 
” to the Eph-ſians thus, To the Saints 


which are at Epheſus, and to the 


faithful in Chriſt Teſs; which 


3 

terms have a ſynonymous accepta- 
* tion moſt times with a Church, 
® and we have ground enough to! be- 


lieve there was an Eſtabliſhed 
Church there when Paul wrote, he 


7 writing 'of ſuch high myſteries 
ml | concerning Chriſt and his Chuych ; j 
| bur we arefully aſſured of it after- 
a ward; when: 794» wrote, Rev. 2. 
” 1. where he diretts his Epiſtle to 
* the Epheſian Church, as if to the 
a Dutch, or French Church in. Ex- 
- * i *z1ard, or the Epheſtan. Congregati- 
- on at Epheſus; but in all places 
- where Church 1s mentioned 1n1<this 


Epiſtle, he treats only of the Catho- 
_ lick Church, as hath been ſhewed, 
1 being his deſign moſtly ro ſhew the 

| | Beauty 
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Beauty, Glory and Myſtery ofChrift 
Myſtical, &c. Eg X © 
_ He direQs his Epiſtle ro Philip- 

_ _p4 in the fame manner,and 
Churc% f mentions the word Church 
*wPF- but twice - the firſt 1s 
where he ſpeaks of his Zeal iz Per- 
fecuting the Church, 1. e. of Feru> 
ſatem,Philip, 3. 6. and 4. 15. where 
he faith, No Church communicated 
with me as to giviag and receiving, 
but ye only : So that the Saints at * 
Philippt were the Church. 


The Epiſtle to Colofs, is direQted 
to the Saints and faithful 


Churebof Brethren in Chriſt who are 


Coloks. ; ; 
«tt Caloſs, chap: i, 2. 5. e, 


the Congregation of the faithful 
there where this Epiſtle was to be 
firſt read, and then in the Church * 
of Laodices, chap. 4. 16. He menti- 
ons alſo the Church in the Houſe of 
Nymphas ;j every where elfe the 
word relates to . the Catholick 
Church in this Epiſtle ;as hath. been 
ſhewed. The 
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The Apoſtle direCts his ſecond: 
Epiſtle to the Theſſaloniaps, verſe. 
TotheCharch of the Theſ- cy,rch, of 


ſalonians, and ſuch a Theſſalonica. ' 


Church as took their pattern from 
the Churches of God in Fudez, 
1 Theff, 2. 14. and therefore he ſaith 
2 Thefl. 1. 4. We ozr ſelves glory in 
the Churches of God for their Pati- 
ence and Faith in all our Perſecuti- 
Ons. 


The Epiſtle to Timothy ſpeaks of 


. particular Churches, 1 Tim. 3. 5. 


If a man know not how to rale his 
own Houſe, how ſhall he take care of 
the Church of God, 1. e. ſuch a one - 
as: falls under a Paſtoral care in a 
mans capacity of Government,as a 
Family doth; and 1 Tim. 5. 16. Let 
ot the Charch be charged; that is,the 
particular. Congregation, where 
Church charges ariſe, as the Con- 
text ſhews, | 

In the Epiſtle to P/h:{::0# he 


Apeaks of the Church in 1s Houſe, 


IF. So 
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* 1 e.that did uſually aſſemble there, 


as .indeed all the Church-Aſem- 
blies were in thoſe times 1n private 
Houſes,and this 1s the tlurd Church 
17 a private Family that 1s expreſly 
menticned by Pazl ; there was 4- 
quila's, Nymphbas's and Philemon's, 
The Epiſtle to the Fbrews hath 
the word Church but twice, the 
firſt is, chap. 2. 12. I wi4 declare thy 
Name unto my Brethren in the 
midſt of the Church, IT will ſing 
Praiſe unto thee ; a place taken 
out of the Pſalms, where imthe next 
and Primary Signification, the Pſal- 
miſt, ſo far as he means himſelf, 
its to be underſtood of a parti. 
cular Congregation, where : God 
is praiſed; and fo far as its Pro-- 
pheticaily applyed to Chriſt, its 
meant of the. Catholick Church; 
in the fore-going verſe, ſaying, 
He that ſamitiſieth and who they are 
Yanttified, are all one: for which 
| ſake 


oft  Docale erode * 97 So 
, ſake he 36 mot. aſhamed ta call them Fren, 
g thren; ſaying, &C. _ .... yr 
E And chap. 12. 23+, He Zan Poa 
h Wprefy of the Catholick ay! out diſs. 


| ute. 
4 F . The Apc file James Fd of the? 
: Elders. of; a particular. Eburch gx: 
1 Wpreſly, Fares _. 
e prey, Faw Hy Epiſtle, verſe 6, 
y Bo; 10. 
7 John in the Revelations a 
27 {mention of the Word 1n the fingu= 
; ar and plural number, no leſs then 
xt Wineteen or twenty times; and al- 
w ays to pe vnderiiand of particu- 
if, War Churches. I will only name the 
Le exts that the Reader-may inſpect - 
dd this Leiſure. Revel.1. 4, 11,20. 


0- hap. 2. 1, 7,. 8, 12,17, 18, 23g 

its Wo. Chap. 3. 1, 6, 7,13, 14; 22. Chap. 

1s 2. 16. 

8, I find the word Church uſed il 

ore Mhe New Teſtament,about 85 times. 
ch Fo this ſence, viz. of a particular 
cke. (Congregation, and cannot by any 

S: candid 


candid Reader be ſuppoſed to have 
any other meaning, nor with the 
teaſt ſhew of reaſon, be underſtood 
of any Meeting-houſe, National, 
Provincial, Dioceſan, or Parochial 

_ conſtitution, but only of a Congre- 
gation of Saints by mutual conſent 
ordinarily aſſembling together, for 


Attendance on Chriſt in all his Or- 
dinances. 
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eHaAr, vi 
Of the Inferences neceſſary from | 


_ the Fore-going Chapter. _ 


T being diſcovered in what 
ſences the word Church is ta- 

cen .in the New Teſtament ; itsanl 
idle and vain thing for Chriſtians 
{to trouble and concern their heads 
and Conſciences about humorſome 
concelipts and imaginations of mens 
brains ; managed for the moſt part 
to ſerve their carnal Intereſts, or 
-— Edarkenthe Truth.Let men.give up 
I themſelves andUnderfſtandings.im- 
partially to the plain, and genuine” 

| Sence. and meaning-of che Spirit-of 
AP. God, without ſqueezing or wrelt- 
Ning it to defign'or prejudicate-O«: 
pimon,. ot favouring apy beloved 

Luſt; and the truth of the Gaſpel 
oris by AE, would 


L 19 - ' WA Pas | 2A L-# = g & SS. khathit, 7 As (44's WR Tr. ay *s © 4T'W 5.4 1 4 by & LA T « - - "= Vc 
' BER; HE A ee JE oe * wt Fl LOS y Bb ONS wb Bond In iis q 
, OE EEE, oO. be ij” , | $4 g age # 
oF ch erYences- - the | 
" q 


would ſhine with full Eyidence and 
"Demonſtration. And therefore nots 
withſtanding mens great-ſwelling 
and words of Vanity . from hy 
- and Preſs , in matters of this na- 
ture, we ſhall make bald to. lay 
down theſe following Afſertions as 
updeniable plain Concluſions from 
what hath been ſpoken. ''>© _ *'Þ 

33 #, iThat theGoſpel' Chiirth E- 
Mabliſhedby our Lord- Jeſus Chrift 
inthe dayesofthg'New Teftzment, 
isorican be'no-where" underfto0d 
of :aty. other \Church' thn the Ca- 
thohick Church ,Þf particular « Con- 
gregabions''df' faithful inien £ © oc; 
and that there is tio one' place that 
_ can have any - fair pretenct'to be 
" underſtood/6f any other conftiturt- 
on of: Churches. ': - 

102: That whete-ever the- word 
rntivte 15 uſed; (it always fi —_— 
Congregation'pr Aﬀembly of men 
met together, at leaſt- occaſionally, 


Spano loans civil, ſpiritual,” 6f ws 
8 FL6 Account | : 


bs 7 as ot 


Wits he I be !.- 


fore-going Diſcourſes. t6x 
'not-MAccount; and thatiwe need not be 
11ingſſÞcbolding> to op fn r7oe Sences, 
ulpit}or ungrounded 1uppoſal of things, 
s na-(22d meanings of Words,ſo remore, 
> layſſwheninthe plaio andordinary-way 


*% 


ns asfſof Underſtandiag, 1 things preſerit 
from|Mhemielves | to '.our |Reafons ''and 
i - 4 {enſes;--If we be' not blinded with 
h E.MPride,:Pafſion,. Prejudice, and E- 


hrift{crangement from:.the crue way of 
nent. {Ppuritual Underſtanding, by com- 
to6d paring>Scripture-with Scripture , 
} Ca:2d conſonacy of things to the A- 
Con: alogy of Faith, WLLSTS '» . 
cc: 3- We inter, That a Congrega- 
that {£100 of faithful men 11s the generj- 
al material part:;of 'a Church, be- 
+iri (aule.. it comprehends all the mar- 
if er that. is ever found in any. Go- 
vord pe! Church of any kind ; all'fir 
es x Woatter for ſuchi-a- Congregation; }. 
met re fugh as;are really fo, or viſibly, 
ally, i#/0r0 mundi )) orboth. 'Andal. 
Infut £9, becauſe there 4$.no Church''of 
unt ;krift ſpoken-of,.or mentioned 'in | 
"LO Hz Old 
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102 Tnferiour from the 
Old or New Teſtament, but is fo 
called under the Notion of being a 
Congregation to be ſometime or 0- 
ther Aſſembled all together ; the 
Catholick Church is ſo under that 
Notion, as being all gathered to- 
gether aCtually and myſtically in 
Chriſt, and ſhall all appear one 
day -in a glorious Congregation, 
Feb, 12. 22, 23.' Where Tiaryves 
15 to be underſtood as R. Sz. ren- 
ders it, Publicus conventus, a gene- 
ral Publick/ Afﬀembly: likewiſe, 
wherever the Spirit of God ſpeaks 
_ of a Church of his own conſtitu- 
ting,its always ſo, _ SES 
The Old Teſtament Church was 
called ſo under rhat notion; though 
National, yet was required to be 
{ti]l' Congregational ; all:the Males 
being required thrice a year to a 
pear before the Lord in a Viſible 
Congregation at the Tabernacle ; 
. (therefore called the Tabernacle of 
the Congregation). or at the Tem- 
| AE ple 


. 
1 


' fore-going Diſcourſes. * 103 
ple, where it was in. ſtanding; . 
and it is ſo often called the Con- 
gregation of the children of 1/74 
e/; the Reader may turn to theſe 
places'at leiſure, Ex04. 16. 2.10. 
Levit.' 4.13. ch. 14.2. & 20.1,22. 
Jo. 18. 1. ch. 22. 12, 16, 18. 2 Chr. 
6. 3. Ezra. 2. 64. And the whole: 
Congregation together 42360": 
theſe more or leſs made up one'Af- 
ſembly; theſe were Preached to by 
Ezra; and whatever the number 
of the Nation was, they were to 
meet-all together in one place. And 
ſo we have the word applyed to. 
the Church in the New Teſta- 
ment, that it alwayes ſignifies a . 
Congregation that doth ordinarily 
meet together for their edification,if 
it be meant ofa ParticularChurch; 
but if an Univerſal, ſuch a Church 


as ſhortly ſhall Afſemble, and al- 


ways fit together ina laſting ſinleſs 


_ and uninterrupted communian, /$0. 
_ that a true Church of Chriſt under 
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whatever:Notion you take it, mufl 
be and is a, Congregation of Saints, 
ilible, inviſible, or both, that do 


meet together in one place,, for the 
Worſhip of 'God' in Chriſt , and. 
communion in one body, .. ' . 
4. We infer that we have part 
the differencing-form in that De, 
Icription, v/z.where the pure word. 
is: Preached, and Sacraments duely 
Adminſtred, &c. for it diſtinguiſhe. 
eth the true Church, diſtinguiſheth 
the true yifible Churches from falſe 


_ and erroneous, /it diſtinguiſheth a 


particular Church from the Catho- 
lick, for there.is no Church but a 
paracnier Congregation capable of 
aving the word preached to it, 
and Sacraments duely adminiſtred. 
12 one Congregation, but a parti. 
cular Church; when the Catholick 
Churchaſſembles, there will be gei- 
cr WF 069.707 HANORN 
if Wefitd not the leaſt wordin 
Old or New, Teſtament, of a Rev 


| © foreaging Diſcourſes. * "205 
uſt F preſenrative Congregation, . or 
ts, | Church-Repreſentative ; the Con- 


do il gregation of the Fews was to be by 
the Wl a. Perſonal Appearance of all the 
nd WM Males, the Females were exempted 
_ 1 Ml upon Gods {ſpecial Diſpenſation, by 
reaſon of their unfitneſs for Travel, 
as from circumciſion by reaſon of 
incapacity. 'But we find that eve- 
ry. viſible Church of Chriſt {till 
appeared before the Lord perſo. 
nally, for aCtual communion in 
Church Ordinances, in that way 
and method that God appointed in. 
his ReſpeQive Diſpenſations; and 
we are fully aſſured there 1s no Re- 
preſentative Church of Chriſts in- 
ſitution, either Councels, or Sy- 
d. Wnods, or Presbyteries. We read 
rti. Wnot of any Presbytery, 7. e. Aſſo- | 
ick , Wciation of Elders called the Church, 
nel- WMbut the Church is always ſpoken 
_ © Wot diſtinftly from: them. If there 
Jin had been any Reaſon to have called 
Re», Fany Elderſhip the Church, Fiere, 
| 4 : a 
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tro6 Inferences from the _ 
had been Reaſon to have called that 
ſoin the Apoſtolick Church, which 
had ſo many famous Apoſtles, Pro- 
phets, and Evangeliſts in 1n it ; but 
they are named diſtinctly in that 
great Councel held at Feru/alem, 
AR. 15.22. I: rc the Apoſtles 
and Elders, with the whole Church. 
6. The Univerial Church doth 
comprehend all the particular Con- 
gregations 1n all Ages and places, 
( being ſimular and co-ordipate 
parts of it) /of the viſible Saitfits, 
whereby the Inſtitution of Chriſt 
the Head) all the Ordinances are 
' placed, and by his influence there 
is a ſupply of Graces and gifts, for 
the Edification of his Body, as like- 
wiſe all Officers, and Offices,as ap- 
pears, Zph. 4.11, 12. of which there 
were Extraordinary and Ordinary. 
7. The extraordinary Officers 
were inftituted for an extraordina- 
ry Occaſion, viz. the firſt Plants: 
tion of the Goſpel-shurches : They 
| were 


EY” 3 fore-going Diſcourſe _ 107 
| lifts; the cal of theſe 


AT was extraordinary : 
Theſe continued no longer than 


were. Apoſtles, {tapes ; wt - 
, the works gn 


the firſt Age of the-Church, 

- 8, The Ordinary remaining Of. 
ficers areno more than Presbyters, 
Ghich ſome make a little diſtinCti- 
on of) Paſtors, Teachers, Ruling 
Elders, ) but there is no need of 
multiplication of Titles and Offi 
ces, where the work doth ſo much 
correſpond, and is of the ſame na- 
ture) and Deacons; the firſt ſort to 
owe themſelves principally to 


| Prayer, and the Miniſtry of the 


Word, and Government : the latter 
to mind the matters of more exter- 
nal concern, called 7 ables, as the 
neceflities of the Poor, the provi- 
ding Elements for Sacraments, con- 
veniencies for Church-aflemblies, 
and whatever 1s neceſſary upon 
ſuch Occaſions. Fheſe. Officers 
are no where foundiwith a capa- 
city 


4 x08  Taferences from the 7 
city to exert theirPower as {#ch,but 
in particular Congregations; tho? 
they be members of the Catholick 
Church, they are not Catholick 
Officers ; Chriſt 'is now the only 
Catholick Officer, being the Head 
of a whole Body. _ 

All the Officers of the Goſpel- 
Hatch were placed in the one a. 
tholick Church, primarily and im- 
mediately relating to Chriſt My ſti- 
cal, ſecondaril uy and mediately, to 
the ſeveral viſible milicating. parts 
thereof in particular Congregati- 
ons; and their Ofice-work was ei- 
ther for the planting and gatherin 


thoſe gathered: The Extraordinary 
had an extraordinary call, furniſh- 
ed with an extraordinary meaſure 
of the Spirit, as with an extraotdi- 
nary Commiſſion; the Ordinary had 
not theſe, but ſufficient both of the 
Spirit and commiſſion for anſwer- 
ing Chriſts glorious ends and de- 
ſigns 


in to them, or for the edification of - 


Res a 
ea: fore-goin? Diſcourſe. 2; 10S 
ens in building his. Chureh,in fu-, 
ture Ages, and gathering more...” 
10. It appears that the true aQtu- 

al members of the viſible Church 
are viſible Saints and Believersznone. 
that were adult were ever counted 
{ in. the Goſpel-ſence, but .under- 
the. Notion -of-;the' Profeſſion of 
Faith and Praftice of Holineſs. 
True Faith makes, a man a'-true 
Member of the. myſtical. Body of 
Chriſt, but cannot /1nſtate a man. 
in foro Eccleſie, in the rights of yull- 


nut ©. 


: 
£ 


ble communion, till it manifeſts: 
ſelf with credibility;unto thole;to 
whom. the - Preſervation of; theſe. 
Rights and Priviledges are commit» 
ted, the aCtual Officers and. Mem» 
bers of a viſible Church. The Ruls 
that Chriſt hath given for knowing . 
and judging of others is by their. 
Fruits,.and if the Church be miſta- 
ken for, want ., of Infallibility,, 
(which, the Apoſtles themlelyes 
came ſhort in, $04 Magn and - 
4 
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. 110 © * "Ipferey 6s 
das being not known. to them but 
by- the Diſcovery of overt As) 
 God'chargeth them not culpably 
with 1t,that being aPrerogative that 
Chriſt reſerves to himſelf, and none 
ever Pretended to it. but the falſe 
Prophet, the great Spiritual Uſur-. 
per; and it wt rage that. our Savy1. 
our reſerved this Diadem to him- 


ſelf in the Embrio of the Goſpel- 
church, by his Behaviour towards 
Tudas,admitting/him to viliblecom- 
munion, meerly upon an outward 
Profeſſion , though he knew his 


Heart ; leaving his PraQtice as an 
Example to his . Miniſters and 
Churches ; carrying himſelf as a 
viſible Paſtor, and dealt with, men 
inthe caſe of receiving to, or rejeCt- 
ing from communion, according 
to the viſibility of theit Profeſſion : 
therefore leaving it as a ſtanding 
Rule to his Church for future 
proceeding in this kind ; not that 
| he eſteemed Hypocrites any: we 


[ 


of his myſtical "Body, b 


£532.94 Be FP , 
> ; 
len 


ut yer the 
em Profeſſion grviog'them by 
1s own Rules a right to all Exter- 
nal Priviledges, and a Reputation, 
nothing inferiour to others; he 


| ſpeaks of them in ſome Phraſes 


which ro minds not throughly in- 
formed in the. Truth, create much 
difficulty, as John 17. 1. Holy Fa- 


' ther,” keep through thy name thoſe 


whom thou haſt given me, that they 
may be one as we are; 1.e, all thoſe 
that” thou haſt given me to be: of 
my, myſtical Body, that they may 
be united in Participation: of the 
Divine Nature,as we are one: verſ, 
12.. While I was with them in the 
World Cas @; viſible Paſtor among 
them} I kept them. in thy Name ; 
of thoſe thou gaveſt me, (. that is the 
charge -of, as a viſible Paftor, and 
that I took upon their viſible Pro- 


feſſion, ] I have loſt none but the 


Sow of Perdition. So John 15. 2. 
Every branch in me ( in the Church 


NN OTE VERY — 
= _- © 


q 
| 
j 
g 
'F 
; 
i] 
: 
; 
| 
| 
[ 
| 
' 
: 
[| 


—— — 
_—- _ « 
_ 
"ry 


WE IE, 


112. Dferences} Tom t by w $4 


by a 2 Profeſſion} thet hears ti 


not fruit, he taketh ,amaz : verli 
If « may. abide not.in. mts, he. 70 


forth AS 4 branch and withered.: 1.90 


1 John 2.19. They went out, fr 008 9 
"it a vilible Church, but were: Th 
6 45.3 as part of. the Catholick, F 


_ i Ghurches of Chriſt are and 
may be 1a Natiqns, Province:s,,Nio- 
ceffes, ; Pariſhes , though. thigſe, lis 
mitrs of, co-habitation. arg 9b, ia, 
'as ſuch; Jeruſalem, Corinth , Ant: 
oth, Epheſus, Sara, Coloſs, KC. 
were not Churchesas. ſuch, though 
there'was a Church, or Churches, 
in each of thoſe-Towns or Cities, 
therefore we read of the Church i in 
Corinth, and when he [peaks of Pro- 
vinces or larger: Tradts he (Jaw 
the Churches of ſuch a: place, an 
the plural number, View oa 
of Ga/atia, Macedania,. 


En ds 


'- fore-going-Diſcomſe.* wg, | 
then, wouldjbe to ſay, The Chur® 
ches of England, France, Spain, and 
not the: Church, ſuppoſing all the 
Churches in ſuch a Province: or, 
Nation, to be Organized into ohie. 
Body, under one viſible Paitor, ac- 
cording to our corrupt Dialect and 
Underſtanding; Tc 
12. Hence laſtly it is manifeſt 
that however 1t came to paſs that 
by the ſubtile infinuation of the 
Myſtery of Iniquity, ſeveral An- 
tichriſtian Fabricks have had the 
Reputation of the Churches of 
Chriſt ; yet it appearing that 
they are nothing ſo indeed 
by Chrifts conſtitution.; They 
are juſtly ſeparated from by all 
truely informed in. the mind and 
will of Chriſt: And that this Se- 
paration is ſo far from beingany 
thing” of Schiſm, or culpable Se- 
paration, that it is a high and 
Eminent Duty, that all they that 
are 


I Inferences, &sc. | 
are growing.' up to the Stature 
of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, ſhould 
be ambitious of ; and they need 
not fear the Unchurching of them, 
thar Chriſt never made Churches. 


I 


CHAP. IX. 


Of the Bond of Union in 
the Church. © 


E have ſhewed that the 
Church of Chriſt is of 
he Nature of a Body-corporate., 
hether conſidered in its my#ical 
r viſible State ; and therefore muſt 
ave a Bond of Union, there being 
o body Phyſical or Politick, bur 
ath ſome peculiar Bond that u- 
tes all the parts, whether fimu- 
r or difhimular, into one Body ; 
ie Integrum or whole being made 
1 A FP of all' parts, brought into mu. 
al conjunction and communion 
/ the ſaid cammon Nexws, which 
the Principle of the Lite, Office; 
I] 2 Motton, 


216 Of the Bond of Union 


Motion, and Aftion of each part 
in its due Reſpect to the whole. 

2. The Cech of Chriſt com: 
ing under this twofold conſiderati- 
on of Catholick and Viſible, in par- 
ticular Congregations and Polities, 
we muſt look upon the Bond or 
Nexus to be agreeable to each con- 
ſideration, the Spirit of God having] 
ſo ad) aſted it. 

3. Hence the Spirit of Chriſt | 1 
the real: true fundamental and in 
diſſoluble Bond of Union, in thi 
Catholick Body, between Chri 
and his Church, and every part and 
member thereof in Heaven ani 
in Earth, 1n all Ages and Nation 
ofthe World ; ſo that this, whethe 
viſible or inviſible, 1s all but on 
Body : though as for -the viſibl 
part, in all Ages attended with vil 
rious Manifeſtations, Diſpenſat 
ons, and Regiments, "according l 
Chriſt in his infinite Wiſdom wif 
pleaſed to carry on, and reveal ti 


uo 
l 
Glo | 


in the Church. SP 
Glory of his Goſpel-myfteries in 
the World. 
Three States of the Church for 
its Oeconomy, hath appeared. 
_ Fir, In Families, as it conti- 
nued from the beginning of the 
world, till the increaſe of Abrahams 
Family into a Nation; and then a- 
roſe by ſome ſteps to a National 
Typical Church, by Chriſts own 
conſtitution, furniſhed with a high- 
-er Degree of Glory then the for- 
\mer- State, and inferiour to what 
was to foilow. 
- The third andlaft, was of all 
molt clear, perfet, and glorious; 
which was the Goſpel Eſtabliſh» 
ment, freed from. Vays, Types, Fi- 
gures, Shadows , both in reſpe&t 
Wot - the true DoCtrine, leading to 
Life and Salvation, "the Sun of 
Mighteouſneſs ſhining forth in his 
Wull Brightneſs,. no way over- 
adowed- and in reſpect of 'Wor- 
ap, and Order of his Houſe, 
I 3 wherein 
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wherein he excelPd all that Mofes, 
or any before him, could do, in 
right Ordinances and Statutes, for 
the managing the Form and Regi- 
ment thereof 
4. This Bond of Union is'pure- 

ly myſtical, and no more viſible 
than the Vital or rather Animal 
Spirits, that vivifies the whole man 
in uniting the Soul and Body toge- 
ther, whereby every part conjain- 
ed is quickned and inabled toi Ad 
101ts ; 8 place and kind ; this we 
My is the Spirit of Chriſt, as it. wil 

aPREAr. from 'the'expreſs words 0 

the Scripture ; x Cor. 12. 3. 1gi 

you to anderitand,that no man ſpeak 
ing by the Spirit of God,.calleth Je 

us accurſed s and that 0 17141, 04 
AL ſay Jeſs is the Lord, bat by the 
E'/ & Ghoſt. 
| Verſe 4.. Now 'there be aiverji 
of Gifts, but the ſame Spirit. 

| Verſe 5. And there are different 
of Adminiſtrations under the 0 
al 


Charch-Uniok. uy. 


fes, and New Teſtament, 6544 the [ame 
, in Lord, and : Head'of the. Church; 


for | therefore the ſame Church Effen- 
cgi- | tl. 1 1205 211] 

Verſe'6. There are Diverſities of 
ure- Ml Operations ; Das in diſtin: Mem- 
Gble | Þe&rs, which operate according to 
imal ll their particular. Forms and Meas 
ſures ] 'buf' it is the ſane God that 


| n | 

— werketh all in all, i. E.' God 'by 'the 

join) fame Spirit: - Verſe 7. To aHorber 

o AMR £arrh by the ſame Spirip [to be uns 

ic wells 9eritood of Faith of Miracles, of 

twill Pore then ordinary meaſures of 
ds off Saving Faith, exerting it ſelf in an 
Tg eminent manner, aSAbrahams did, 

[pea particula? trying caſes,] To 4axo- 

rh J6 pher the gift of healing by the ſaine 

2418; 0f Spirit ; [he gees on to enumerate 


not' only the extraordinary, but or- 
dinary gifts and graces of the Spi- 


iererſinh ff 5 thoſe given forth in the Pris 
i mitive Times, and thoſe that are 
ferent ſince-contifiaed; and [atth verl. -11.. 


Al theſe worketh. that 0#:-ap4 the 
I 4 ſelfe 
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ſelf ſame Spirit, dividing to every 
man ſeverally as he will; ' and then 
he goes.on. to tell. us. rhat the 
Spirit doth not only diffuſe ir ſelf 
throughout,: and influence. all the 
Members, from theHead: with eve- 
ry Gift and Grace, but that it ties 
all: the; ;Members together , to 
Chriſt the Head; and one- to ano- 
ther ; verſ.; 12.For as the Body[1.e 
the Natural Body] is one, and hath 
 wnany Members, and all the Members 
of that one Boay, being many, are 
oxe Body, [1. e, Myſtical] verl. 13. 
For by one Spirit are we all baptized 
znto one Boay, whether we be Fews or, 
Gezptiles [the Jews before Chriſts 
coming were baptized ſpiritually 
into this Myſtical Body] whether 
we be bond or free ; and have been all 
made to drink into one Spirit | 1. e. 
all partakers of rhe operations and 
influences of 'one Spirit, in Rege- 
neration and Juſtification, JNow ha- 
ving ſhewed that the Spirit _—_ 
tne 


the many Members into one Body, 
and is the common Nexws, he goes 
on to ſhew fram whence the di- 
verſity of parts, in form, ſhape, 
- uſe and office doth ariſe, and the 


harmony and agreement ; yea the 


neceſſity of this variety in kinds 
and degrees for the good. of the 
whole, verl. 14. For th: Body is 
ot one Member but many, &c. and 
 verſ. 24, God hath tempered theBody 
together [_ viz. with this diverſity 


_ | 
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of Gifts, of Parts, of Knowledg]. 


For what end? To make aSchiſm.? 
No, but that the aefictent parts 
4 ſhould have th: more honoar, wrſe 
- 24. and not be trampled upon, a- 
buſed and expoſed to ſhame; and 
verſe 25. That there ſhould be no 
Schiſm in the Body, bur that the 
Members ſhould ' have the ſame 


care one of another, yea a {ympa. 


thy and fellow-feeling ſhould be 
eſtabliſhed among all Parts, verſe 


26. much leſs any hatred, deteſta- - 


(100 
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tion and enmity betwixt them. 

We argue then, That which 
works allGifts andGraces,and knits 
together all the Members, diverfi- 
fyes all the Parts, and brings them 
into an harmonious office and a- 
greement- for the good of the whole 
Myſtical Body of Chriſt under the 
Old. and New Teſtament, is the 
' Bond of Union of that Body ; but 

it appears the Spirit of Chrift doth 
this; Ereo it's the Catholick Bond. 
I might mention many other pla. 
ces, Pll only name two or three 
Ra 1 

' Eph. 4. x. The Apoſtle exhorts 4 
to wath worthy of their vocation, and 
mentioning many Chriſtian Gra- 
ces ; he tells them in the exerciſe of 
them, th:y ſhonld keep the Unity of 
theSpirit in the Bond of Peace [a Bf 
14 78 756 :]@:this Unity,notwithitan- | 
ding all diverſities is the ground- 
work - of all Uniformity among 
Chriftians ] There is one Body, one 
_ Sprit, 
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Spirit, even as ye are called in one 
hope of your calling, &c. and re- 
markable is #phe/.2. from'the 13rh 
verſe to the end, where he'telks us, 
that Chriſt having abohifhet in his. 
Fleſb all enmity | between:God and 
us, and between Jews and Get 
tiles] thoſe that were a far- bf, ave 
made nizh ; he hath mule ix: humnfelf 
{being the common Head Þ of ewain 
[1.e. Jew and Gentile!] oe wet 
»an [1i. e.'Chrilt Myſtical] /o ma. 
king Peace, ec. lee verie 17, and 
ver. 18. For throuch him | we both 
[ Jews and (Gentiles ] have acceſs 
by one Spirit unto the Father ; and 
then he goes on to tell them, that 
they are no more Spranzers, Fc. but 
made a Spiritual Building upon the 
beſt Foundation, fitly. framed tope- 
ther, growing np into xn holy Timple 
in the Lord, in whom alſo ye ar 
builded together [i. e. the whole 
Catholick Body] for'« habitation of 
God through rhe Spirit, which is 
Rs —: « ae 


I24 Of the Bond of- 
the great Cement of this Spiritual 
Building that unites all the parts 
together, and every particular part 
to the'Head. | | 

\ 5-. The eminent uniting Graces 
which are wrought bythe - Spirit, 
45. Faith and. Love ;. Faith to our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and Love to one 
another. Love indeed is the moſt 
extenſive Union-Grace, becaule it 
reacheth 'the whole Myſtical Body, 
both the Church Militant and Tri- 
umphant g' Faith is /an Eminent 
Grace of unſpeakable uſe to. Saints, 
but 1&s- only. for their: Militant 
State, 1: Cor. 13. But by Love both 
Saints Militant and Triumphant 
Awell in God, and God in them ; 
F John4. 7, 16. And hereby we know 
that we dwell in him, and he in u3;; 
becanſe he hath given as of his Spi+ 
rit, verſe. 13. Burt whilſt we are 
here,Faith muſtbe primum movens, 
as to our Love; we muſt ſee him 
ſome way or other that we love ; 
b, nay, 
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nay, we muft be made nigh, re- 
conciled in our minds, and em- 
brace him ; and this Cloling, yea, 
firſt taſting of Chriſt, is by Faith ; 
hence the Goſpel Miniſtry and Mi. 
niſtration, Eph. 4. 12. 7s for the 
building up the Body of Chriſt fur. 
ther and further, till all that do be- 
long to him do come,verſe 1 3.cis «%- 
m7: 5 aisze;,t0 the one-neſs of Faith, 
or full agreement in theFaith of Je: 
ſus, fo the knowledge cf .the Son of 
God [the Head] to 4 perfect man, 
[_ 1. e. to make up the perfetion of 
the Myſtical Manhood of Chriſt, 
as Pail ſpeaks elſewhere of filling 
up in his Body the Sufferings of 


 Chrift that remain ; the calling in 


the Ele&, is the perfeCting the My- 
ſtical Body of Chriſt 3 that hence- 
forth. ye be xo more Children, &c. 
But ſpeaking the Truth in love ; 
[antes ' cximtruthing it away in 
love, or walking ſincerely in love] 
doth grow up tovards him, or upon 

| him, 


as SLRS bt oder 1, ontes, Becta, 


1.26 Of the Bond'of 2xaob 
him in all things, who is the Head 
. even Chrift ; verſe 16. From whow 
. L[-.e. from the indwelling of whoſe 

_ -Spurit] the whole Boay is fitly arficu- 
lated, conjoyn:d and compatted toge- 
ther [ſa the words lignify] # the 


Jepp? of EVEryY Member [ recetvi g 
of the diſtributions of the Spitit 


for the Particular Shape, my 6 
nity and: Office of each part deter- 
mined] according. to #he effect nal 
working, xl *wepyera,according to the 
Energy or in-operation (vs. of the 
' Spirit) in every part. We have 
alſo here *mwe1yia, and theſame word 
Phitip.i.19. This ſhall turn to my Sal- 
| Vatton, He Emgapniias To m1udl-©,by the 
| influence or ſupply of the Spirit, 
_ this influential ſupply 1s the cauſe 
| of that excellency and beauty that - 
z appears inevery part for the good 
1 of the whole. | {= 
6. Having proved the Spirit of 


| Chriſt to be the common Nexss or 
1 Bond of Union in the Myſtical - 
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dy, or Catholick Church ; it is not 
hard to evince a bond of Union 
alſo in every particular Church : 
As the #otum contains all the 
patts, and the parts make up the 
whole ; So the Catholick Church 
contains all particular Churches, 
and the ſame Bond that tyes the 
whole together, tyes and limits 
each part ; but as the Catholick 
Church is yet Myſtical, and not 
Viſible ; becauſe 1ts Bond of: Uni- 
on is ſuch; ſo when ever any 
part of this Church becomes vilſt- 
ble, there muſt'be a manifeſtation 
and diſcovery as much (as 1s poſlt- 
ble) of this Bond of the Spirit, 
working by Faith and Loye. 

7. For conveniency of edificati- 
on, - Chriſt hath inſtituted ſeveral 
Congregations or Apartments in 
$ his Church, with a power of chog- 
J fing their own Officers, and enjoy- 
ment of all Ordinances according, 
to Chriſts Will and Appointment. 
Theſe 
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Theſe pargicular: Congregation? - 
muft each of them; as they are 
parrs'of the Catholick , have a 
manifeſtarion of th: Bond :; of 
the ' Spirit uniting © them: 0 
Chriſt and to' his Body ;' which 
manifeſtation, is the viſible form 
of 'a particular Church :, ':and 
_ Church Memberſhip. | 
_ 8. This manifeſtation, if it pro- 
ceed fo far as to be aBond of Union 
ina particular Spiritual Body Poli- 
rick ; it muft be, Hrit, A probable 
Profeſſion of this inward Bond of 
the Spirit working by Faith and 
Love, that the perſon or perſons 
ſo profeſſing may rationally, accor- 
ding tothe Rules of Charity be e- . 
ſteemed: of the number of .-the 
Faithful ; which Profefſing Faith: 
ful Ones are the-only matter of a 
Particular Church of Chriſt; - this. 
is doing as Chriſtians, in the ſame 
manner as Paxl did 'as a Miniſter, 
-2 Cor. 4. 2, Renovncing the hidaen 
things 
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thi ues. of darkueſs, &c. by Pod 
/eltarigw of the. = conme#; 
our ſebves t0 every nans Conſcience;: 
Y 7»: the ſizbt of God'; but of this. bes* 
fore, vie;Fhat the true matter- of a. 
Particular Viſible Church, 'is vafi- 
ble Saints. 2. There; muſt be; 
ſomething or other-to determine 
a man a Member of 'this or. that. 
Congregation ., 'more then anos 
therz all men that ſþeak ofChurch- 
, ſay :ſo: As ſome ſay Baptiſm, 
ſome ſay Cohabitarion, and-that 
Baptiſm 'only unites him to the 
atholick Church, 'but Cohabita« 
jon determines him to this or, that 
particulgh 'Byt we fay it maſt 
a voluntary and free ſubmiſſion 
Fo mans ſelf to/this-or that. $0- 
ety of ' Chriſts, Flock, andthe 
Diſcipline: thereof, that can. give 
1m, or be:to/him: the: form of Vis. 
ibleChurch-Memberſhip ; it's, not 
ational or natural, that any man 
zould be a Member, .or. be Pe 
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- force any manito/ hear. the.» Word, 
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bletoclaim.the oath 50k an) 
Society+in the: world,'of "what: -" 
tureJoever it.be, without his con. 
ſent.:::Tr's thartfote 2 free volun- 
tary conſent andagreement, which 
isi\the:true and) proper external 
foegnwiof:a particular Church, or 
4 hurch-Memberſhip. +.» Profeſſion 


. Bia viſible! qualification of; the 


matter, bur it'sconſent and agree: 
menr whichis the Cops/a-on Nexus, 
.!Por'I challenge any/wan' to y 
me{:one inſtance; where Chriſt 
his! Apoſtles - ever attempted. _ 


muchileſs to :belteve it when; they 
heard ir, or.tobe of. this: Gr :that 
Church. beſides, 46's: ;a;natural 
freedom: to:every-man. to::chooſk 
what Govergmne nt he > will put 
himſelf under; as:to his -tempor: 
Concerns; though when he hat 
done ir, b cibe: bound by;;the Law 
thereof: mnch more a; Chriitiat 
Liberty in ref Fo of Spiritual R 
gimen! 


» % L 4 
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Ny giment.' 13. God defires nor ace 
Na- i cepts' of any forced Service,"'bur 
Of» requires the greateſt freedom and 
lun- voluntary reſignation of theinſelves | 
hich in this:kind,” 4..I ſhall make'it e- 
roal WM vident, ' that all -the Primitive 


1, OW Churches were ſo gathered 7:For 
(00 W che Apoſtles had no external force 
4h in any place of the Earth ; i# was 
gre Bi rot by power or might, i. e. hamane, 


x15. but by the Spirit' of God ; which 
2g: wrought with the Word Preached, 
ut 08 whereby their hearts were brought 
ed 108 with freeneſs | to-embrace it, and 
Nord with boldneſs to profeſs and: pra- 
x rhe ftice it in the midtt of all: oppoſitis 
r tha on, and accordingly with the-great- 
Ar ur eſt chearfulneſs and alacrity./ ro 
ch00'Y conſent to a;/{ubjection to Chriſt, 
1 PU andall his Precepts and Jnftituti- 
mp0 ons' in-his, Charch; See «.in--the 
ne ball firſt moſt Apoſtolical Charch, the 
ic Lav 120 that Chriſt left together at 
brit his Aſcention;! Afts 1. 145: Andal 
aal IOW theſe continued $urntuary &c, with one 


giment = i conſent 
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tonſent, unanimouſly in Prayer, KC. 
Chap. 2.41.nd as. many as received 
the Word dr wives cheerfully or gladly, 
yielded-and ſubmitted tothe Truth 
Preaclied and adyiſed by Peter, theſe 
were beptizeaand added tothe Church 


/ 


by the Apoſtles Doitrine, andin Fellows 


ſhip; which they would not bave 
gone, if they had not freely and 
upon choice and-profeſſion embra- 
ced.4t. : The firſt Church of the 
Gentiles that was gathered, was at 
Antioch. See how they.came to be 


a” Church, AQs 11. 29, 20. And 


they that were ſcattered npon the Per- 
ſecution” that aroſe about Steven , 
Travelied ſo far as Phenice, &Cc. 
verſe 20. And ſome of them were 
men' of; Cyprus and Cyrene, which 
when. they were come to Antioch, 

ke nnto the Grecians, Preaching 
the Lord Jeſus, verſe 21. And the 
band of the Lord was with them ; 


[ The Spirit and Power of Chriſt ] 


and a great numver beleived: (1, e. 


freely 


Charch Union. 13} 
freely embraced .the Truth] 4-4 
turned unto the Lord, Now when 
Barnabas was ſent from Jer«ſalem 
ro aid” and encourage this great 
work, verſe 23. Whey he came an1 
had ſeen theGrace of God, he was glad, 
and exhorted them all, that with pur- 
poſe of heart they would cleave unto 


the Lord ; that is, that they would 


freely, voluntarily and fincerely, 
without any hypocriſy, ſubmit 
themſelves to Chriſt and his Ordi- 
nances, with manifeſtation of the 


fulleſt afſent, and freeſt conſent 


that might be; now you find, verf:. 
26, that they were immediately a 
Church upon this cleaving to the 
Lord, with whom Pal and Barna- 
bas aſſembled, Preaching unto much 
people rhat attended their Miniftry 
beſides, which were not yer of that 


_ gathered Church. I need not en- 


large on this Point any further, 
the afſertion being not only moſt 
agreeable to the beſt reaſon, but 

K 3 1t 
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it being {ſo clear, that this was the 
only way of Gathering Churches, 
uſed by the Apoſtles, and all 
their 'Ccadjutors in the times of 
the Primitive Purity : If any hath 
practiced otherwiſe ſince, we are 
not. obliged to be of their minds, 
or follow their examples ; - Cor- 
ruptions of the Church proceed- 
ing from Antichriſt, and not from 
Chrilt. | 


This is the day wherein the Lord 
is waſhing away the Filth of the 
Dazghters of Zion [The Churches 
of Chriſt] a4 is purging away the 
Blood {| The Antichriſtian Pollu- 
tions of Worſhip ] of Jeruſalem, 
from the mid$t of her, by the Spirit 
of” Fudgment, and Spirit of burning, 
Iſa. 4. 4 


And all the ſeven women that 
have laid hold on the Skirt of 
Chriſt, and called themſelves -4 

| is 
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his name, ſhall appear to be Har- 
lots ; yea, as for thee O Aholibah, 
all thus ſaith the Lord, T hou haſt walk- 
of ed in the way of thy Siſter, therefore 
th I will give her Cu» into thy hand; thou 
ſhalt © drink of thy Siſters Cup deep 
ds, | #4 /arge, thou ſhalt be laughed to 
wy f{corn,'iand had in deriſion ,, Exek. 
d. 23:31, 32. It containethi muckii 


$ 


«v7. 
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CHAP. X. 


Of Clurch-Communion. 


Nion according to its Na- 

ture, Phyſical or Politick, 

or Oecumenical, naturally produ- 
_ceth a Communion ſuitable there- 
to; that which we are about to 
ſpeak of, is of a Spiritual,at leaft of 
an Eccleſiaſtical Nature ; we have 
ſhewn what is the primary Bond of 
Union in the Church of Chriſt, 
that it is the Spirit of Chriſt that 
animates, knits and tyes his whole 
Body together z and that this is 
Myſtical: But exerting\it ſelfin vi- 
tal motions ang operations in all 
the Members, itproduceth a ſecond 
Bond, proper and neceſſary to the 
eſtabliſhment of a particular Vitſi- 
ble Church, which is a manifeſta- 
tion 
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tion of this Spirit in a credible Pro- 
teſſion, and five conſent .to the Re- 
g1ment and Ordinances of Chriſt, 
with a. reſignation of our ſelves 
thereto; and this becomes the 
Bond of Church-Fellowſhip, and 
the Foundation of an orderly Com- 
munion. | | 
Communion 1s participation in 
one common benefit, or its mutual 
Participation or Communication 
of good things by various ſubjes. 
So Spiritual Communion is firſt 
a common participation 1n one 
general good or benefit of a Spiri- 
tual Nature ; and here where all 
the Members of Chriſt's Body 


partake of the ſame Head, the ſame 


Spirit, as their Unity conſiſts inre- 
_ of connexion of Parts, ſo 
their Communion conſiſts in it in 
reſpeQ of Participation ; and this 
# the Communion of the Holy Ghoſt, 
2 Cor. 13. 14. Its fully expreſſed as 
a Myſtical Communion, « Joh» 1. 
| | 3. That 
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' 3. That which we have ſeen and heard, 
declare we unto y 0u, that yow may have 
Fellowſhip with us; and truly our 
Fellowſhip is with the Father, and 
with his Son Feſus Chrift ; This 
Communion in the Spirit is ſer 
forth unto us at large 1n that fore- 
mentioned place, 1 Cor. 12.4, 5, 
6, 7, &c. where he ſhews, that 
all the Graces, Gifts, Members, 
Operations, Offices in the Body,ac- 
cording to their ſeveral diyerlifica- 
tions, flow from the ſame Spirit, 
all the ſtreams take indifferently 
from the ſame Fquatain. 

This Communion in the Holy 
Ghoſt runs through the whole Ca- 
tholick Church in all Apes and 
Countries; for where the com- 
mon Bond of Union is, this Com- 
munion mult be, 

}. To make Communion 1n the 
Body compleat, there muſt noe 
only be this Participation in a- 
common good by all the Members. 

| ut 
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ra, but .a Communication of all good 
VE to each other mutually, as they 
ur are capable , and fellow-feeling 
1/14 with each-other in all Sufferings. 
his The Spirit of Chriſt thus influ- 
ſer encing all the Members, appears 
re- and manifeſts 1t {eif in Graces and 
55 Gifts, variouſly working towards 

Jat this mutual fellowſhip of Parts, 
IS, both in good and evil of cach c- 
aC- ther, which are called the Opera- 
Ca- tions of the Spirit ; as for Graces, 
rit, the Principal wherein the Catho- 
tly lick Communion doth conſiſt, are 
Faith and Love ; and by-rheſe they 

oly | Communicate with Chriſt the 
Jas Head, receiving, trom him, and 


nd i making return to him, as it were 
M- © ina reciprocation, as alfo a mutual 
m- BW communication to, and with each 
other ; for Faith is the leading 

the Grace of Communion for our pre- 
noe. I ſcntſtate,by it wereceiveof the ful- 
1 a I nels of Chriſt for Juſtification and 
Sanchkfication, John ir, and by Faith 
2 | the 


440 Of Churth-Communiog. 
the Saints have communion one 
with another ; for as 1t is the foun- 
dation of the love of God in the. 
heart, ſo it 1s of our love to our 
Brethren, believing them - to be 
Juſtified in Chrift Jeſus, and 
Members of his Body : for Love 
founded on the Faith of the good 
eſtate of another, is properly Cha- 
rity; the <credibility of anothers 
Profeſſion, gives ground of Faith, 
that he is what he PR ; and 
this joyned with Love, m pt 
rity ; wherefore the Apoſtle takes 
itin this ſence, when he ſaith, Ph/e- 
mon 5. Flearing of thy Love and 
Faith which thon ha## toward our 
Lord Teſus Chrift, and all Saints : 
Moreover by Faith the Saints vifi- 
ble have a kind of Communion, 
with thoſe that went before, and 
who are to come after ; it being 
the ſubſtance of things Cor per- 
ſons in futurition} hoped for, and 
the evidence [or demonſtration « 
che 
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the Truth]. of things not ſeen, [. - 
e. removed from ſence, by timen 
parterition,orplace in abſence ;] ſo 
thereby we ſce the Saints and thoſe 
_ atteſted by them in Ages 
alt, - 
l 4. As for Love, it's not only the - 
moſt eminent Grace of actual com- 
munizon between Chriſt and his 
Members, and cf them with each 
other in the ſtate that we are in 
here ; but it's almoſt the only re-. 
maining when we go hence, 1 Cor. 
13. 13. Joby treats much of the 
tranſcendent excellency - of this” 
Grace throughout his Epiſtle, &c.” 
r John 4.11. If. God fo loved us, we 
ought to love one another, 12. 1f we 
love one another, God dwelieth in us, 
and his love is made perfett in us : 
by this Grace. we have. communion: 
with all Saints' Militant and Tri- 
umphant, 1 Teh 5.1. Every one' 
that loveth him'that is begot, loveth 
him that is begotten of him. + 
- 5. Now 
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4 42 * Of Church-Communion.: 
1 © 5. Noxw' by Communion th theſe 
- two Graces, the Church grows up 
tg its fall-perfect 10n.;" the. Apaftle 
ſaying, Eprſc 4. 12. That the Mi- 
wiſtry 434A: Mzinijtration is fer the 
Buildings up of the Boy of Chriſt, 
e9]sla wifi [agreement-1h all points 
of Faith, and Proftefian ot 4t] and 
to the k nowledze of the: Sor of God, 
[the Head] ito the parfect many: to 
the meaſure of 'th2' Stature of the 
fullneſs: of Chri# [Myſtical] billing, 
up his: Body, and recerving influen- 
tially of his'Fulneſs by Faith, and 
ViI'5. annbevoflee. ar 2m; dO'gr OW more 
and more {incere: 1a '2Love; - this 
Love .ſhews it ſelf, in irs fellow 
feeling,:alſo:that-1r works 4n+ us, 
-whereby: we communicate in each 
others Sufferings, and ſupply each 
others wants, for the good 'of the 
whole ;z:this -part' of -Communion 
is fully diſcourſed by "the Apoſtle, 
s Cor. 12+13, 14, \&s.. yea un the 
moſt part of the Chapter. 
"+. OT 
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6. Thus far Communion belongs 
to the Church under its Catholick 
confideration-in its Myſtical State's: 
there-muſt be ſomeexrernal attions 
and things that are viſible, where- 
by the Communion of theſe Gra- 
ces muſt;-be manifeſt, in Miniſtry, 
Offices, Gifts, Ordinances, bur. all 
for and from the Spirit, and theſe 
eminent: Graces of Faith and Love. 


7, Communion then of particu. 


lar Congregations muſt. be [by 
Chri {M's Ordination viſible in thoſe 
ſacred :Means and Ordinances ap4 
pointed:by Chriſt for its growth; 
confirmation, and building up-in 
Grace and Truth. ' God having 


- madehis;Churchinits.vifible ſtare; - 


the Nutlery 'of : Grace, and the 
Knowledge of the-Truth, Epkiig}. 


12. For the perfetting of the Siints; 


for the work of the Miniſtry, fer'the 
edifying the Body of Chri#t; [r,:6%10 
the militanting viſible part} 1343/8 
1-2 ak icome. in. th? Unity of "rhe 
Faity - 
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Faith, . and the Knowledge of the 
Sox. of God, unto a perfett man, unto 
the meaſure of the [” wre of the full- 
meſs of Chrift. Verſe 14. That; we 
ſhoald be henceforth no. mare Chile, 
dren. LAY: heals 
$8. The Edification of theChurch. 
being appointed by Chriſt in;a way 
of Commumnios ; we: are to conli-. 
 der,1, whetein this viſible commu- 
nion doth confift;.2. what. is the. 
ground and/end:of tt; 3. where, 
and between: whom i 1s. 1.Where- 
in doth it confift ? It doth confiſt, 
firſt in participation. of ſome com- 
mon han and advantages, which 
2 particular. Congregation are ca. . 
"ks of, and have frequent fellow. 
ſhip -together | in, and theſe are 
Church-Gifts and Church-Ordi: 
nances, Ads 2. 42.7 hey .conttnued. 
ſtedfaft in the Apoſtles Do@rine. and. 
Fellowſhip, in Breaking Bread: angin 
Prayers ; and for. this. jend hath 
Chriſt furniſhed his Church with, 


Miniſtry 
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Miniſtry and Ordinances, Eph:ſ. 4. 
Lc Miniſtry by ereQing extraordina» 
Wir. | ry and ordinary for the planting 
we, | ofhis Church; ourSaviour th-ught 
ur || meet to ſend them with extraordi- 
164: || nary Commiſſion and qualificati- 
ch. ons thoſe that were ſuch, were ef- 
To || pecially fpo#les, Prophets, 8& Ewvange- 

" I /i#s, 1 Cor. 12. 28. Fir## Apotles, 
DU- Þ [ccondarily Prophets, Eph.4.11. Theſe 
the. were all ro be Witneſſes of the Re- 
cre, | ſurrection and Aſcenſion of our 
IC- | Lord Jeſus, and confirm their Doz- 
fit, Wl rine by Miracles, had their 1nſpi- 
OM- Wl ration of the Holy Ghoſt, ſpecial 
Preſence of God, and power in 
the Churches wherever they came, 
eſpecially the Apoſtles. ET 
| _ 9.TheApoſtles were XII, which 
x0! WF waited upon our Lofd during#his - 


Miniſtry on earth, before-his Suf. 
terings; Fudas then falling from 
his Miniſtry, when our Lord AG; 
cended he left eleven, ro whit *:, 
Matthias was added by Let, and E- © a6 
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146 Of Communion-Church. 
letion of the Church, A@. x. tt 
theſe two more were added after: 
wards, by ſpecial command of the 
Holy Ghoſt to the Prophets in the 
Church at Axtisch, AEt. 13. 1,233 
compared with chap. 14. 14. Whic/ 
when the Apoſtles Barnabas and Pau 
heard of; and before that Ordinati. 
on, Barnabas was but a Prophet 
ſenr from the Church at Jeruſalem 
to affiſt them that were there be- 
fore ; as appears chap. 11. 22, 2}. 
and chap. 13.1, 

- 1o. The Prophets, Tapprehend to 
befuch, who were furniſhed with 
Gifts'and Graces, and extraordina- 
ry inſpiration; their/Call and Com- 
miſſion being ſuch, for the calling 
_ of the Gentiles, and gathering the 
Churches : And Tiuppoſe them to 
be thoſe-Brerhreo of! the 4/26 that 
' waited together ' ar. Je#uſaken, nil 
- they were baptized/ with the Hol 
' Ghoſt and fire, being all equal! 
with the Apoſtles furniſhed _—_ 
Ray af | | ry 
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the gift of Tongues (though ſecon- 
dary to them in their power). for 


_ the diſpenſing the Goſpel to all Na- 


tions, and therefore upon: the ſcat- 


.tering the Church of Fernſalem af- 


ter;; Stephens Petiecution;. theſe 
Prophets moſtly began the Chur- 


.Ches of the Gentiles by their Mini- 


ftry atfirſt : My Reaſons for it are, 
1. That its evident all the Brethren 
as well as the Apoſtles were extra- 


ordinarily furniſhed for the Mini- 


ſtry, Act.2.4. They were all filled with 
the Holy Ghoﬀ#, and began to ſpeak 
with other towgnes, &c. Now this 
was for ſpecial ends,that they were 


. eapacitated to ſpeak to all Nations 


in their own Languages. 

2. Wefind upon Srevens Perſetu- 
tion, 4G. 8.1, that they were all 
icattered, except the Apoſtles; not 


:the-whole Church, for we read of- 
\.ten of that Church ſtill,but all the 
- Brethren of the 120 were ſcattered 
throughout the Regions offudea 8 


vamaria, by whoſe meansChurches 
& 3 of 


ww 
I4+* 


of the Jews were gathered, as it ap- 
pears, verſe 14. and Ads 9.31.Afﬀter 
God had taken off that great Infor- 
mer $a«/, then had all the Churches 
ref throughout all Fudea, G alilet #4 
Samaris, Likewiſe we find thatthe 
Church of Aztioch,the firſt ainong 
the Gexteles that we read of, was 
Planted by their Miniſtry; ſee At: 
11. 19, 20, 22. Compare with ch. 13. 
1. More might be ſaid on this point 
but 7 muſt keep to the preſent de- 
ſign, only naming the ſeveral} Offi- 
CES. | 
11 The third: kind of extraordi- 
dary Officers, were Evengeliſts, 
ſuch as Steven, Phillip, Luke, Mark, 
Timothy, &c. they were men no 
doubt extraordinarily qualified, and 
were cailed Evangeliſts, as -being þ 
Affſtants to the Apoſtles, and' tra 
* velled with them, and' ſometitnes| 
alone, as Philip: It may be doubted} 
whether the ſeven Deacons were 
of thar 120 Brethren, for they were 
mel} 


> 


men full of the Holy Ghoſt, ch.-6. 
3..and afterward being pitched yp- 
on for eminentService totheChurch, 
were, called now Evangeliſts ; bur 
being nor of the number that were 
tagether at our Saviours Aſcenti- 
on-and Pentecoſt, and though their 
work might be the ſame with the 
Prophets, yet their dignity was 10- 
teriour to theApoſtles andProphets, 
as Eph. 4. Some Apoſtles, ſome Pro- 
phets, ſome Evangelifts; but we 
need nor lay much ſtreſs now upon 
the differences of thoſe Offices cea- 
ſed; thoſe Officers, eſpecially Apo- 
ſtles and Prophets, are 1recovera- 
bly:ceaſed from the very nature of 


them; for an Apoltle,it were requi- 


ſite to be one who had ſeen the 


| Lord, and a. Prophet ( according 
to; what we endeavour to prove) 
ane of thoſe.chat were baptized with 

q the Ghoſt and Fire at fp 


As 
tor.an, Evangeliſt, it's moſt proba- 


ble to.remaio, if any, becauſe thz 


w_— wo k 
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tgo "Of Thurch-Communion. 
work-ſiill remains neceſſary to the' 
encreaſe of the Church, vis, Prea- 
ching to Unconverted people, and: 
gathering of Churches; tho? none” 
can be expeCted ſince the Primitive 
Times with any more then ordina- 
Ty qualifications which atiy ſtated 
Church-officer hath;ſuch Evange- 
liſts & ſuchDeacons cannot be had: ' 
But to ſupply thoſe Offices necel- 
ſary now igthe Church, thoſe that 
are to be mentioned are ſufficient. 
12. The Ordinary Officers re- 
maining in the Church now, may 
be reduced to theſe two heads, E/- 
ders and Deacons ; Elders, for Mini- ' 
ſtry and' Government; | Deacons, to 
ſerve Tables, to look after the ne- 
cefſary charges for the Miniſtry, 
Ordinances, Aﬀſemblies, Poor, &e. 
I ſhall not enlarge here, 1t being e- 
vident to every one acquainted 

with Scripture. | 
13. The Ordinances of Ordinary 
Communion, are Prayer, Pceach- 
ing 


ivg the Ward, Sacraments, Ats.2. 
ColleCtions. The LordsSupper is ſtill 
ſpoken of as the.moſt eminentOrdi- 
nance of Communion, 1 Cor. 10. 16, 
-14. If we enquire for the ground 
and. end of Communion in theſe 
Ordinances, it 1s, That this 1s the 
way appounted by Chriſt for the 
edifying his Body, for the encreaſe 
of Faith and Love in the Members 
of Chriſt ; thoſe Ordinances being 
deſigned indeed, as to te Church, 
for edification; foe i its nct to be ſup- 
poſed that aChurch-Member ſhould 
be an unconverted perſon; it a hy- 
pocrite creep in, he hath nothing of 
true end and deſign of Communior. 
So that by Communion the Body of 
Chriſt 1s nouriſhed, ſtrengthened 
and perfected, towards its {ullneſs 


of [tature in Chriſt. 


oec 1#,-:3t. HE enquired where 
Church Communion is , and be= 
tween what kind of perſons! I an- 
ſwer, Church. Communion in, Or- 
L4 - nances 
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152 'Of Church-Communion. 
napcesz-canbe but in one particu- 
lar Congregation,at the ſame time, 
whereall may meet for edification 
10 one place,& we read of no other 
in the PrimitiveChurch ; tho tome 
would have that of Fers/a/em tobe 
greater then fo,after rhe addition of: 
3000; but its expreſly -ſaid, that 
they were all together 1n Fellowſhip, 
and met together ſtill before the 
diſperſion, Atts 2. 42.44 - alſo chap. 
5. 12. and other places ; but this 
great Church was ſcattered after- 
wards by Gods Providence, order- 
Ing it for the great advantage of the 
Goſpel, and propagation of Chur- 


ches. | 


16, If it be inquired between 


whom Church-Communtion. 1s ex» 
erciſed ? The anſwer is eaſy,. It's 
between particular Members, that 
ordinarily have fellowſhip in-the 
ſame particular Congregations ; as 
likewiſe between. one -particular 
C hurch and another, all Churches 
. communicating 


| 
. 


comunicating in this,that they are 
of the ſame univerſal Body, have 
the ſame Head; Bond of Union, 
Graces, Ordinances, Priviledpes, 
aSn the one intireCatholick Body ; 
asevery individual perſon in fellow- 
ſhip 'is a Member in particular, 
ſo'every individualChurch 

is a part of that Integrum FPheſc4q- 
compacted by that vvuhich #6. 
every joynt ſupplyeth, according to 


the-effeftual working in the mea- 


ſure of every part, &c. -: 

17. Communion we have ſaid, 
as it ſtands in copartnerſhip in ſome 
common good, 10 in communicatt- 
on between Member and Member ; 
whar of peculiar good is in any 
part, is communicable to the reſt, 
or fellow-feeling of the Sufferings 
of each other. As there is a com- 
mon:defigncarrr'd on by every part 
for the good cf the whole, ſo by all 
parts for each other : The Apoſtle 


_ tslls ys this at large, 1Cor. 12.Ep# .4. 


18. The 
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18, The mutual communication 
that is viſible in order. to ſpiritual 
advantage, ſtands in-giving and re- 
celving by the exerciſe of ſpiritual 
gifts and graces in the Word and- 
Prayer,by mutual advice andcoun- - 
ſel, by admonition and Church- 
cenſures, where required ; by con- 
tributions to the wants and neceſ- 
ſities of each other any way ariſing, 
Spiritual or Temporal. This Commu- 
nion is praticable between Church 
and Church alſo, not only by &cca- 
ſional participation in the Word 
and Ordinances with each other, 
buc in the matters before mentio- 
ned of advice and ſupply of each 
others wants : In the former caſe, 
we have the example of the Church 
of Antioch , adviling with the 
Church of Fers/alem; in the latter, 
that 1 Cor. 16.5. 2 Cor. 9. 3,4: 
Gal. 6. 6. &c. 


CHAP. 


CHAP. XL 
T he .Conclufion. 


Eing not. minded to enlarge 
this diſcourſe any further at 
this time, I ſhall only lay down'a 
few Corolary Aſſertions briefly to 
obviate ſome objeCtions that may 
riſe in ſome mens minds againſt 
what hath been ſpoken, which we 
ſhall. be ready to defend,if occaſion 


requires. 


r. That that cnly is a true conſti- 
tuted Church of Chriſt, which is a 
houſe of Gods Building ; it's not 
mans fancy or pretentions, that 
renders any thing ſo. 

2. That a Chriſtians aftualCom- 


munion with any one true Viſible 


Church 
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Church of Chriſt, makes him a 
Member in Communion with all 
the Churches of Chriſt ; though 
he doth not at preſent, nor hath: 
occaſion to communicate with any: 
Congregated Body, befides what) 
he is aQtually and immediately in 
Communion with. 

3. Hence barely Non-Commu- 
nion as to immediate Participation: 
in Ordinances with this or that 
Church, doth notUnchurch them, 
( as ſome men phraſe it) z. e. con-: 
demn their ftanding ,.. . neither 
is it any part of- Schiſm or cul. 
pable Separation. ®. 

.4. There is a Separation that is 
abſolutely neceſlary to every True 

iſible 'Church of Chriſt, there 
can be none without ir,and it 15 the 
duty of True Churches and Mem- 
bers to practice it. Pr Bl 

5. This Separation is from the 
World, Fleſh and Devil,andthere- 
fore from all the children of thele,. 

| and 
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and from all falſe Churches what- 
ſoever, , | ” 
6, That all Antichriſtian Chur. 
ches; as well as abſolutely Heathen, 
: | are Idokremples, and therefore 
} Communion with them is fellow- 
ſhip with- Bel/a/ - and his Idols, 

x Cor. 6. | olaepryty 

: - 7. That Chriſt hath had histrue 
[ Worſhippers and Churches during 
: the whole time of the Antichriſti- 
, | an Reignand Rage, but ina Wil- 
£ derneſs, eſpecially as to' Viſible 
Form and Conſtitution ; yea trod- 
den down by the Gentiles for the 
moſt part;preſerved notwithſtand- 
ing by Chriſt 'in ſome times and 

_ places in itseſſcotial myſtical ſtate, 
at leaſt without any viſible luſtre 
in Externals, as the Church of Old 
inE2ypr and Babylon ; in other times 
1 þ and places he.hath ſecured them in 
e | ſomerecirements, ſo far as to have 
- opportnnity to. ere T abernacles 
of true Goſpel-conftitutions in 
ES form 
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form/and faſhion as he primitively 
appbinted. ho 
8. And thus the true Churches 


of Chriſt hath ſtood during :the 


time of the Womans militating 4n 
the- Wilderneſs, under its ſeveral 
Scatterings, Deformations and(Re- 
formations, under which God hath 
owned them all the dayes of their 
wanderings in the Wilderneſs. + 
9. God hath had his degrees of 
Reformation and Purity of his 


Church, eſpecially during the laſt 


part of the Beaſts Reign, and that 
all fuch degrees have been progrel- 
ſes in Separation, as to Purity of 
Ordinances and Worſhip, till at 
laſt there ſhall be a perfect full and 


.clear Redemption of Z4j0z from all 


her Captivity in this Spiritual #- 
2ypt and Babylon. 
 16.Schiſm is a thingitalked more 
of then underſtood; we only affirm 
this concerning it, 1: That Sepa- 
ration from a manifeſtly falſe 
Church 


"Church is no Schiſm. 2. Non-coms 


a L +44 
44s; 
[2b 

; 


munion with a ſuſpe&ted Church, 


-1s no Schiſm, but a duty.:-3. That 
all Schiſm-ſpoken of in Scripture,is 
2afually and immediately in ſome. 
*particular Congregation, being a 


Viſible Politick Body ; and thoſe 
there mentioned are not all ampu- 
tations,or rentings aſunder;moſt of 
them are but diviſions in ſome 
matters of judgment and affteCtion, 


without a deſtruction of the whole 
as in the Church'of Corizth, though 


there may be ſome tendency there- 
unto. IS 

11. Manifeſt Corruptions in 
Worſhip perſiſted in, eſpecially if 
ſuch as are taken up again, after 
they have been abundantly wit- 
neſſed againſt; and purged out by 
former degrees of Reformation, 


ate to be ſeparated from, and wit- 


neſſed againſt, and ſuch Churches 
as maintain them: Yea, ſuch 
Separation is ſo far from a juſt 
charge 
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charge of Schiſm, that it is. a'ne- 
) Duty all thoſe whoſe 
ciences are infor- 


3 the truth: of the Goſpel. 


\ 


